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Dear Parents, 

 

The leaves are beginning to change colour and there 

is a definite nip in the air which is a sure sign that 

we are almost at the end of our first term. 

As you will already be aware, Parents’ Meetings take 

place on Tuesday 6th and Wednesday 7th. We look 

forward to meeting as many parents as possible on 

these evenings. There will be a presentation on A 

Curriculum for Excellence running in the ICT room 

(the classroom nearest the door). You might like to 

pop in to find out in which direction Scottish 

Education, and Stoneyhill, is moving. 

Please remember that you can find out more 

information about the work of the school and your 

child/ren’s class by logging on to our website - 

http://edubuzz.org/blogs/stoneyhill 

 

 
 

SCHOOL COUNCIL 

Please remember that any member of 

the Parent Forum can attend a School 

Council meeting. They are very informal 

and their main purpose is to consider 

different ways of working to encourage more 

parental involvement in school. Look out at Parents’ 

Meetings for ways in which you can support the work 

of both your child and the school. We would welcome 

any ideas which you might have for this. 

The date of the next School Council meeting has yet 

to be decided. Please check out the Council’s page on 

our website for details. 

 

 
 

OCTOBER HOLIDAY 

The school will close at the usual time on Friday 10th 

October and re-open for pupils at the usual time on 

Tuesday 21st. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MACMILLAN CANCER SUPPORT 

WORLD’S BIGGEST COFFEE MORNING 

Thank you to everyone who took part in 

this event. With your support, we have 

managed to raise £386.24 which all 

goes to support a very worthwhile 

cause. 

 

 
 

PANTOMIME 

 

The P4 – P7 pupils will be going to see Sleeping Beauty 

at the Brunton Theatre on Friday 28th November this 

year.  A note will be sent out nearer the time for 

payment of this. 

 

 
 

HEALTH PROMOTION GROUP 

 

We are delighted to announce that 

Stoneyhill recently gained Level Two 

Accreditation for being a Health 

Promoting School. The Health Promotion 

group would like to thank everyone for their continued 

support and good practice as we head towards level 

three.  

It is super to see so many healthy snacks, packed 

lunches with healthy options and children choosing a 

balanced cooked meal at lunch time The tuck shop is 

'always open' selling fresh and dried fruit and fruit 

juices. We have water bottles which can be 

personalised and there are a few fruity faces fruit 

carriers still available. We look forward to seeing you 

at the tuck shop soon! 

 

 
 

OCTOBER 2008 NEWSLETTER 
 

STONEYHILL PRIMARY SCHOOL 
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VACANCIES IN EAST LOTHIAN 

VACANCIES ARE AVAILABLE FOR THE 

FOLLOWING SUPPLY POSITIONS: 

Additional Support Needs Auxiliaries; School 

Auxiliaries;  and   Classroom Assistants for East 

Lothian Council's Supply List. 

For further information and to apply please call 

01620   827625. 

SUPPLY  ADMIN  ASSISTANT  POSTS 

 For further information and to apply please 

contact Val McIntyre on   01620  827228 

 
 

HEAD LICE 

A gentle reminder to all parents to check their 

child/ren’s heads at least once a week. As we 

have stated on a number of occasions, 

parental vigilance is a vital role in keeping the 

spread of this problem under control. 

 

 
 

MOBILE PHONES 

There is no need for children to have mobile phones 

in their possession during school hours. Children who 

require a phone for use outwith school hours 

should hand them in to either the HT or the 

DHT. Any child who is found to have a phone 

during school hours will have it removed. The 

school takes no responsibility for children’s 

mobile phones. 

 

 
 

INTERESTED IN SAVING MONEY? 

Make sure that your child’s name is on all 

items of clothing.  

We already have a large collection of 

unclaimed clothing which, due to lack of 

any means of identification, we will 

shortly be donating to charity.  

 

 
 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 Wednesday 1st: P7 parents to visit 

Musselburgh Grammar for an 

information evening. 

 Thursday 2nd: Scholastic Book Fair arrives. 

 Friday 3rd: Celebrating Success Showcase at Port 

Seton Community Centre from 1 – 4 pm. Please 

come along and find out what is happening in 

clusters across East Lothian. 

 Monday 6th: Primary 6 taking part in the first of 

3 Tag Rugby sessions. 

 Tuesday 7th: P6/7 will be visiting Musselburgh 

library 

 Tuesday 7th: 5-8pm Parents’ Meetings 

 Wednesday 8th: 4-7pm Parents’ Meetings 

 Thursday 9th: P7 will be visiting Musselburgh 

library. 

 Monday 13th – Friday 17th: HOLIDAY 

 Monday 20th – In-service day 

 Tuesday 21st – Pupils return to school. 

 Tuesday 21st – P5 to visit John Muir’s birthplace. 

 Wednesday 22nd – Tempest photographer will 

be taking individual and family portraits. 

 Thursday 30th: Primary 5 will be taking part in a 

Badminton Festival. 

 

 
 

AROUND THE CLASSES 

 

The nursery children had fun baking for 

‘The World’s Biggest Coffee Morning’ 

and selling their cakes to 

parents/carers. Thank you very much 

for your kind donations. We have started to talk 

about Autumn and are planning to take the morning 

children on an autumn walk to Newhailes. More 

information will be posted in the cloakroom soon. It 

would be helpful if the parents/carers of the 

afternoon children could encourage them to look for 

signs of Autumn and bring any leaf collections to 

nursery. 

 

P1 Our RME Harvest topic is well under way, and we 

have been busy learning some new harvest songs, 

finding out about the various plants that we eat, and 

even making our own loaf of bread. The class have 

been quick to pick up the link between what grows in 

the fields and what ends up on the plate. 

 

We have also been busy learning about 

different types of energy that we see at 

home in science. So far, the children have 

found out about all the things in our homes that 

produce heat energy and I have been amazed at all 
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the things they have thought of.  We will now move 

on to household objects that produce sound and 

light energy. Well done P1. 

 

In Art, P1 have been producing fantastic line 

drawings. We began by drawing simple straight line 

patterns, before discussing then drawing many 

different patterns that could be made with lines. 

The next step was to use these line patterns on 

different objects. So, we made our own stripy t-

shirts and made bright patterned fish. 

 

Next term, P1 will be continuing to look at changes in 

the seasons, gathering colourful leaves as they fall 

from trees and deciding when winter has definitely 

begun. We will be involved in the school Christmas 

performance with P2, and will be learning more about 

Christmas in our next RME topic. We will also be 

having a visit from the Minister nearer the time who 

will help us to learn about Christmas. 

 

P2 are working so hard and lots of teachers are 

noticing! Both Mrs Roberts and Mrs Selwood have 

told me how responsible and enthusiastic P.2 are. 

Fantastic news. 

We have been writing imaginatively this month about 

Mr Green and the Magic Toy-Box and we have used 

The Tiger Who Came To Tea as a super 

example of inviting an animal of their 

choice to tea. We had goats, an 

ostrich family, monkeys and so many 

more! We will be writing about 

People Who Help Us very soon. 

We enjoyed a very lively sound 

workshop this month and I am really looking forward 

to seeing and hearing our homemade musical 

instruments. Mrs Roberts is going to record P2 

playing their instruments - look out X Factor! 

We had a lot of fun baking for the Macmillian 

coffee morning. We used lots of skills across 

different curricular areas including counting and 

patterns in Maths and melting in Science. 

We are continuing to find out more about People 

Who Help Us and are looking forward to inviting 

some people to our class. 

 

P2/3 have been very busy over the past month. 

Some of the highlights include….    In maths the 

children have been learning about 2d shape. They 

have made some fantastic poly-bots! The children 

are enjoying drama using Hansel and Gretel as our 

stimulus for the various drama skills being acquired. 

Through this active learning the children are more 

able to write stories in their creative writing as they 

have had the experience being the characters they 

are writing about.  

 

Our RME Harvest topic is going well, 

and the children have been busy 

bringing in their cereal packets for the 

display. The children have baked some 

bread in class and they enjoyed doing this very much. 

 

In science we have been busy learning about different 

types of energy that we see and use in the home. They 

have made their own save the energy posters and have 

also been learning about energy found in food.  

 

The children have planned a healthy eating menu for a 

day. They worked closely with a partner and 

presented it back to the class at our annual healthy 

eating convention. 

 

In Art the children have been working on wax and 

wash and also painting techniques.  They have created 

some fantastic art work which you will all get a chance 

to see at parents evenings. 

  

Next term we will be working on the school Christmas 

production and in maths we will be learning about 

money!..... watch this space. 
 

P3 are set to continue their busy and 

active schedule in October. We will be 

continuing with our topic on Ancient 

Egypt. The children are all thoroughly 

enjoying learning about all aspects of Egyptian history 

and there are many areas that we have not yet looked 

at or that we can develop further. The children are 

going to be making their own paper soon using the 

methods used by ancient Egyptians for making 

papyrus. We will also be further developing our 

knowledge of the importance of the River Nile. In 

writing, the children have just started to write news 

articles and will be continuing to develop and practice 

this skill in October. We will see if there are any 

budding journalists in the class! In RME, the children 

are currently working on a group project about 

harvest in another country. Each group will be 

presenting their finished project to the rest of the 
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class who will peer assess the work that has been 

presented to them. P3 have really made a great 

start to this school year and I am very proud of all 

of the excellent work that has been done. Although 

I will be leaving at the October break to await the 

birth of my baby, I am sure that the enthusiasm and 

interest shown by all of the children will continue 

and grow as the year progresses. The class will be in 

the capable hands of Miss Citroen whom some of you 

may get to meet at next Wednesday’s Parents’ 

Meeting. 

 

P4 have been continuing with our project on the 

Romans.  We have made maps of 

the Roman Empire and are now 

learning about the Roman Army by 

making weapons and 3D forts.  In 

Writing, we have been writing 

Imagined Personal Responses taking 

on the role of a Roman Legionary and writing about 

the day to day activities of the army. In Maths, we 

have been learning about 3D shape and creating nets 

of cubes, cuboids and pyramids. In Science, we have 

learned about the various uses of water and will go 

on to look at contaminated water and what happens 

to water when it is heated and cooled.   

Our swimmers are continuing to enjoy their weekly 

lessons at Musselburgh Sports Centre each Tuesday 

and the rest of the class have been enjoying making 

up football drills and activities for the rest of the 

class to enjoy on Thursday. 

 

P4/5 have had a really busy 

month. We have been 

concentrating on improving our 

times tables in Maths and have 

been playing a variety of games 

to help. We are timing ourselves at the loop game 

twice a week and our current record stands at 3 

minutes and 46 seconds. We are aiming to get it 

under 2 minutes so please keep on practising at 

home! We have also started a ‘round the world’ 

league table, which the children are really enjoying 

(ask your child about how it works!). We have also 

been looking at 2D and 3D shapes and making models 

out of art straws and tissue paper. We are now 

looking at nets of 3D shapes. 

We have started a new class novel, ‘Stig of the 

Dump’ and the children came up with a great idea of 

recreating Stig’s den in the classroom. We are really 

looking forward to getting started and we can’t wait 

to try it out! 

In Science, P4 have been looking at water 

conservation with Miss Harper and the P5s have been 

investigating the properties of solids, liquids and 

gases with myself. Two of the primary 5 children 

acted as the teacher during last weeks science lesson 

and made ‘Gloop’ with the children. They did an 

excellent job and all the children really enjoyed the 

lesson. 

We have been writing leaflets in Language based on 

what the children have learnt in their climate change 

topic. They have been looking at how Climate Change 

affects people differently all over the world and what 

we can do to help. The children have also been 

enjoying music this term with Mrs Roberts, our music 

specialist. 

 

P5’s classroom walls are filling up fast 

with the work that the children have 

been doing.  We have some great pieces 

of work on our Social Studies wall, from 

newspaper articles about the Battle of 

Stirling Bridge to Coats of Arms 

individually designed by the children.  The children 

are just about to embark on group research projects 

to create their own books on different topics within 

the realm of Wallace and Bruce.   

We have been working hard in Maths and all the 

children have been very enthusiastic in their 

investigation of 2D and 3D shapes and lines of 

symmetry.  We are just putting the final touches to 

our Properties of Shapes posters and hope to use 

them to do some peer teaching to another class. 

Soon we will be starting our John Muir Citizenship 

Award, which will kick off with a visit to John Muir’s 

Birthplace in Dunbar later this month.  We will also be 

taking part in a special assembly to launch our 

enterprise project - Operation Christmas Child 

shoebox appeal – more details to follow. 

Miss Davidson and I look forward to meeting with you 

soon at the Parent Consultations and hope that you 

will find it a useful and informative meeting. 

 

P6 are busy learning 

about World War 2. We have 

made a typical street from 

the 1930s and have 

introduced families and 

characters. As we go through 
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the events of World War 2 our street scene will 

change too. Already we have had to make blackouts 

for the windows and have noted the changing of role 

for the women in the street and the men  who have 

had to go to War.  We are still looking for any 

artefacts related to World War 2 to put on display 

and have recently posted letters to the Courier 

asking for pictures and to people who might be able 

to come in and talk to us about life during that 

period. We are also looking at the Solar System 

which everyone is finding very interesting and 

thoroughly enjoyable. Next term we will have P.E on 

a Tuesday with Mrs Selwood, the P.E specialist, and 

we will also have TAG rugby on Monday 6th October, 

Monday 27th October and Monday 3rd November. 

Please remind your child to bring old trainers and 

joggers on these Mondays. The sessions will end with 

a Musselburgh Cluster Festival on Thursday 6th 

November. 

 

P6/7 have had a very busy and 

enjoyable first term!  We are 

now well underway with our 

study of World War II.  We 

have designed a 1930’s street 

called Balaclava Street and the 

children are taking on roles as the residents.  This 

has been a very exciting experience, we have 

enjoyed making models, artwork and researching 

fashion and lifestyles in the 1930s.  The children are 

now waiting to see what will happen to the families 

of Balaclava Street as the war begins.  

We have begun exploring the customs, stories and 

festivals associated with the Jewish faith and will 

be listening to the story of Anne Frank. 

The class have designed some beautiful leaflets all 

about Benmore and Stoneyhill Primary.  We hope to 

use these for future pupils to share our 

experiences.  We also enjoyed using ICT to produce 

biographies on our heroes and created amazing 

portraits to go with them.  

Thank you so much to the many volunteers for 

Golden Time, we really appreciate all your support in 

making it a fantastic experience for the children. 

 

P7 have had a very busy few weeks. They 

particularly enjoyed meeting children from other 

Musselburgh schools and attempting a range of 

challenging and fun problem solving activities at 

Broomlee. They have been sharing their experiences 

and opinions of Benmore by creating information 

leaflets and a range of graphs. They shared this 

information at the whole school assembly on Friday. 

They are really motivated by our World War 2 

project and  are enjoying being 

characters who lived on 'Balaclava 

Street' in Edinburgh during World War 

2. It has been fascinating listening to and 

reading the children's research on the 

1930s. War will be announced soon on 

Balaclava Street by Neville Chamberlain and the 

children will be evacuated! 

 

Seonaid McGillivray 
  

 


