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A belated Happy New Year to everyone and we hope that everyone 
had a great holiday. 

This terms context for play and learning is Scotland.  With Burns fast approaching we have 
been learning some Scottish words, listening to Scottish stories and playing in the nursery 
“but’n’ben”.  We’ve been making our own tartan by weaving paper strips and getting creative 
with the paints to make Scottish pictures.  We have also been learning lots of Scottish songs, 
Scottish country dances  and eating Scottish snacks! 

We will continue to focus on our literacy skills through different playroom 
activities.  These involve lots of different media from pen and paper to sand 
and play doh.  The children are also showing a great deal of interest in the 
Interactive White Board and this is proving to be a great tool to help the 
children with all aspects on writing and drawing. 

Our numeracy focus this term is shape, position and movement.  We are 
playing games to learn about the different 2D shapes and the children have 
also been going for walks around the school to spot all the different shapes 
they can find.  This will also be supported through arts & craft activities.  
Soon we will be learning about position and movement using the 
programmable beebots. 

Gym will continue to be on a Wednesday for both the Pre School and Ante 
Pre School children this term.  Initially our focus will be on Scottish country 
dancing and we will then move onto co-operative game playing. 

We have plans afoot for a few outings this term for the children.  One will 
be a visit to the Kelpies at QMU followed by a drama workshop.  Another 
potential outing later in the term will be a spring walk with the National 
Trust Ranger through Newhailes.    I will provide further details nearer the 
time. 

Please feel free to get in touch with myself or a member of the Nursery Team if you have any 
questions, concerns or you require further information.   
 
Regards.  Mrs Shona Walker   Class Photo : Thursday 22nd January 

Just a quick reminder to ask you to send in tissues with your child if they have a cold.  
Remember also to make sure all items of clothing and gym shoes are named.  With the cold 
and windy weather it would be appreciated if all children came to nursery with a named hat, 
scarf and glove.  Please continue to encourage your child to learn to put on their own 
shoes/boots and zip up their jackets – it’s a great independence skill for P1! 


