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Dear Parents, 

Welcome back, I hope you all enjoyed your summer break, 

we have been so lucky with the amazing weather! The 

children and staff all look healthy and well rested, not to 

mention how much many have grown over the holidays! 

 

Weather: Please ensure your child is prepared for our 4 

seasons in one day Scottish weather. We try as much as 

possible to get the children outside to get fresh air and 

run around so it is essential they are prepared with either 

a waterproof jacket or a kagool they keep in their bag. 

 

In the same vain, if we are as lucky as we were at the 

start of the year please can you apply sunscreen and sun 

hats! 

 

Lunches: When dry, P4-7 are allowed to eat their packed 

lunch outside until around the October break, weather 

dependent! Please remember to chat through the options 

every day with your child as they are allocated a coloured 

band to coincide with their choice, this is to help reduce 

food waste in the dining hall. 

 

Welcome Evening 30 August 

This is an open invitation to all parents. This has been 

successful over the past few years and parents have 

found this extremely useful to meet the teacher, 

sometimes for the first time, and to share some routines 

and expectations for this coming session. We want to 

continue to work in partnership and ensure we meet the 

needs of our individuals and if you have any queries or 

questions throughout the year, please make an 

appointment to speak to the class teacher or myself. 

 

Internet Safety Workshop: Matt O’Connor from 

Musselburgh Grammar (MGS) has agreed to come along as 

part of our welcome evening to offer parents some advice 

around internet safety and social media. I have offered 

this to parents before and had a strong response for this 

to go ahead. I am hoping that combining this with our 

welcome evening it will maximize parental attendance. 

Please note this is a parents workshop only and not 

suitable to bring your child to 

 

Class newsletters will continue to be sent home on a 

regular basis, this will include specific information to your 

child’s class and information about their IDEA. The class  

 

 

 

 

teacher will give you specific ideas about homework and 

ways to support your child with homework tasks.   

 

Staffing: We welcome; 

 Mrs Paxton and Mrs Halliday to our nursery team. 

 Ms Harrison has joined us as our Newly Qualified 

teacher who will be teaching in P7 this session, 

supported by Mrs Colville. 

 Mrs Brenchley has joined as an Additional Support 

Needs Auxiliary. 

 The Playground Supervisors post was advertised 

over the holidays and although we have a preferred 

candidate we are awaiting all the usual checks and 

references to be completed before we can set a 

start date. 

 Congratulations to Ms Robinson and  

Ms Blanchflower who married over the summer 

holidays. Mrs Lyall (Ms Robinson) will be in P4 and 

Mrs McDermott (Ms Blanchflower) will be in P6. 

 

Dates for your diary ~ I will include dates for the year 

ahead in the September newsletter. 

 

 30 August Welcome evening  5:30pm & Internet 

Safety Workshop 6:00pm 

 3rd – 7th September P7 Benmore residential camp 

 5th September Parent Council AGM 
 

Parent Council AGM will take place on Wednesday 5th 

September at 7pm. Please come along.  
 

There will be a number of positions that will need parents to 

take on as this is the final meeting for Lesley Coyle as chair. 

Lesley has been a supportive voice for all parents and for 

school and I cannot thank her enough for all her hard work, 

relentless support in trying to encourage parents to become 

involved. 

 

Parent Council this session have created a small gift for our 

new P1 parents to try and encourage parents to become 

actively involved in school. We look forward to hearing 

feedback and hopefully see more parents becoming involved 

with the Parent Council 

 

Parental events and invitations will be highlighted in future 

newsletters 
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Pupil safety: As part of our Health and well- being 

curriculum and citizenship we encourage our pupils to walk, 

scoot or cycle to school. Throughout the year the JRSO 

(Junior Road Safety Officers) work hard to promote 

competitions and activities to increase the number of 

children to walk to school.  Last session JRSO worked 

with QMU to create a video to promote safety around the 

entrances to our school, which was on view to parents 

during parents’ night. 

 

Our PC have worked with police, local councilors and road 

safety to explore other solutions to support pupil safety. 

 

Parking: I have ongoing complaints from residents about 

their continued frustrations over parents parking. We 

continue to have ongoing issues not only with where and 

how cars are parked but, in many cases, cars that are 

parked in neighbouring streets thus impacting and 

distressing the residents. The parking bays are residents 

parking and some driveways in surrounding streets can be 

partially blocked by parents dropping off or picking up at 

start or end of the day. 

 

Many children who scoot to school can be well in front of 

their parents and are less aware of cars reversing out of 

spaces.  Also a driver’s vision can be impaired due to other 

cars etc. 

 

I appreciate that the majority of parents work and drop 

off and pick up at busy times but I want to work in 

partnership with parents, local residents and school staff 

to try and elevate this ongoing concern relating to safety 

of our pupils. 


