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INTRODUCTION 
                                                            

                                                                          STONEYHILL PRIMARY SCHOOL 

                                                Clayknowes Way                                                                                                           

               Musselburgh 

               East Lothian 

               EH21 6UL 
                                                http://edubuzz.org/blogs/stoneyhill 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

The staff of Stoneyhill Primary School extend a very warm welcome to you and your 

child and look forward to a happy and productive partnership with you both.  We hope 

that your child will feel secure and happy here and that the time they spend at primary 

school will provide the kind of experiences and opportunities which will enable them to 

become confident lifelong learners, capitalising on their individual strengths and 

qualities and recognising that education can and will have a significant positive impact on 

their lives.   

 

We value the important role that you, as parents/carers, play in the all-round 

development of your child and aim to support this by seeking your co-operation in 

working in partnership with us.  We will aim to make the most of on opportunities for 

working with you in a variety of different ways that will enhance the educational 

experiences of your child at Stoneyhill.  We welcome parents/carers in school and are 

keen to encourage you to take an active role in the life of the school, although we do 

recognise that for some parents/carers this will not be possible due to work or other 

commitments.  Parents/Carers currently help around the school in a wide variety of 

different ways from helping in class to membership of the Parent Council.  If you 

feel at any stage of your child’s primary career that you would like to help out in some 

way please contact us.       

                                                                                 

This booklet is provided to familiarise parents/carers with our aims, our methods and 

our organisation, in order that home and school can combine to foster the all-round 

development of children.  It is hoped that parents/carers will find the booklet 

informative and that it will encourage and enhance the liaison that exists between us. 

 

Finally, please do not hesitate to contact us should you have any concerns about your 

child or feel a problem may be developing.  For a close partnership to work well, 

communication requires to be relaxed and easily facilitated.  We would actively 

encourage you to contact us at an early stage should you have any concerns, however 

minor they may seem.   Where possible, we would appreciate an appointment being made 

in advance however, if you need to speak to someone urgently this will be organised.  By 

the same token, we will also aim to contact you as often as we can, not just if we have a 

concern, but also to communicate positively about your child and their successes. 

 

Fiona Macartney 

Head Teacher. 

 

http://edubuzz.org/blogs/stoneyhill
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INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL 
 

Name:        Stoneyhill Primary School 

Address:       Clayknowes Way 

        Musselburgh 

        EH21 6UL 

 

Telephone:       0131 665 3119 

Fax No:       0131 665 3855 

 

E-mail:       stoneyhill@stoneyhillps.elcschool.org.uk 

Website:       http://edubuzz.org/blogs/stoneyhill 

Parent Council:      parentcouncil@stoneyhill.elcschool.org.uk 

 

Current Roll:           Primary 1-7 – 212  

                            Nursery (am) – 30 

       Nursery (pm) – 30 

 

Status:     Non-denominational 

      Co-educational 

 
 

ACCOMMODATION 

 
Stoneyhill Primary School was built in 1996 and is a non-

denominational primary school situated at the west end of 

Musselburgh.  The school caters for children from ages 3 to 12.  At 

the time of writing, November 2018, there are eight classes P1-

P7 in school, with a total roll of 212.  The school nursery caters 

for 3 and 4 year olds with 30 children attending the morning session and 30 in 

the afternoon.   

Set within a pleasing landscaped area, the main school is of an extremely 

attractive, semi-open plan design.  Eight class bays open onto a central multi-

purpose group activity area. A recently added extension comprises of 4 closed 

classrooms, a purpose built nursery, Support for Learning room, resource room, 

offices, medical room and sports hall. The school is accessible to those with 

physical disabilities. The school also has a modern kitchen, which enables the 

pupils to have a packed lunch, a cafeteria lunch or the hot meal of the day.   

There are attractive grounds around the school with a garden. 

Closed circuit television and an effective intruder alarm system protect the 

school. 

mailto:stoneyhill@stoneyhillps.elcschool.org.uk
http://edubuzz.org/blogs/stoneyhill
mailto:parentcouncil@stoneyhill.elcschool.org.uk
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Our Vision for Stoneyhill 
 

  

 

RACE to the top 

R espectful 

A chieving 

C reative 

E nthusiastic 

 

 Demonstrate commitment to improvement 

                   Show we can improve our learning! 

 Promote achievement, attainment and creativity 

                   To celebrate our successes! 

 Provide positive and inspiring learning and teaching 

experiences 

                   To inspire people to want to learn 

 Challenge and combat all barriers to equality and social 

justice 

                   To have a growth mindset and never give up! 

 Work in partnership with parents/carers and the school 

community 

                   To work together to make our school the best! 

 Develop skills, knowledge, confidence and self-esteem in a 

caring and nurturing environment 

                   To keep improving our confidence, kindness and learning! 

#  

 

 We asked the Staff, 

Pupils and Parents 

 
We didn’t think the aims 

were child friendly 

Parent Council 

 Talk about in Class 

and / or Assembly 
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 SCHOOL ETHOS and AIMS 
At Stoneyhill, we are committed to working together as a team to deliver the 

values, purposes and principles of A Curriculum for Excellence and thereby to 

help children to develop the four capacities that it sets out: 

 

 Successful learners  

 Confident individuals 

 Effective contributors 

 Responsible citizens 

 

We also aim to: 

 Demonstrate commitment to improvement 

 Promote achievement, attainment and creativity 

 Provide positive and inspiring learning and teaching experiences 

 Challenge and combat all barriers to equality and social justice 

 Work in partnership with parents/carers/carers and the school community 

 Develop skills, knowledge, confidence and self-esteem in a caring and 

nurturing environment. 

 

ABOUT STONEYHILL 
 

STAFFING 
Head Teacher:     Ms Fiona Macartney  

Depute Head Teacher:   Mrs Carol Colville 

 

Admin Assistant:       Mrs Gill Melrose 

Clerical Assistant:   Mrs Sandra Swinton 

Teachers:    Miss Herkes 

     Miss Glissov 

     Mrs Lyall 

     Mr Baptie 

     Mrs Thomas 

     Mr Thomson 

     Mrs McMath 

     Mrs Newton 

     Mr Johnston 

     Miss Harrison 

     Mrs Roberts  (Music) 

     Mrs Aspley  (Wind Tuition) 

Senior Early Years Practitioner: Mrs Halliday 

Nursery Nurses:   Mrs Banks 

     Mrs Paxton 

Classroom Assistants:  Mrs Ross  
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Mrs Cessford 

Playground Supervisors:  Mrs Muir 

     Ms Badrick 

Dininghall Supervisors:  Mrs Singh 

     Mrs Kennedy-Milne 

Kitchen Staff:   Mrs Law 

     Mrs Collins 

     Mrs Curran 

Janitor:    Mr Gray 

Cleaners:    Mrs Reid 

     Mrs Stephen 

     Mrs McMillan 

     Mrs Campbell  

Mrs Howie 

 

SCHOOL HOURS 

 
Primary 1-2 9.00 am  - 12.15 pm 

 1.00 pm - 2.50 pm (Monday-Thursday) 

 

 9.00 am  - 12.25 pm (Friday) 

 

Primary 3-7 8.50 am - 12.15 pm 

 1.00 pm - 3.15 pm (Monday-Thursday) 

 

 8.50 am - 12.25 pm (Friday) 

 

 

Nursery AM 8.32 am - 12:30  Mon - Thurs 

 PM 1:15 pm - 4.15 pm  Mon- Thurs 

  8.30 am - 12.20pm every Friday 

 

ROAD CROSSING PATROL TIMES 

 CLAYKNOWES WAY          8.15 – 9.05 am     

    2.45 – 3.45 pm  
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SCHOOL YEAR DATES 
 

EAST LOTHIAN COUNCIL 

RESOURCES AND PEOPLE SERVICES 
SCHOOL SESSION DATES 2019/20 

 (Approved by Education Committee on 19 June 2018) 

TERM 1 Staff In-service Day 1 

Staff In-service Day 2 

Monday 

Tuesday 

12 

13 

August 

August 

2019 

2019 

 Pupils Resume Wednesday 14 August 2019 

 Autumn Holiday (schools closed) Friday 13 September 2019 

 Autumn Holiday (schools closed Monday 16 September 2019 

 All Return Tuesday 17 September 2019 

      

  All Break Friday 11 October 2019 

 Staff In-service Day 3 Monday  21 October 2019 

 Pupils Resume Tuesday 22 October 2019 

 Term Ends Friday 20 December 2019 

 Term 1 = 85 pupil days 

Term 1 = 88 staff days 

    

TERM 2 All Resume Tuesday 7 January 2020 

 All Break Friday 7 February 2020 

 Staff In-service Day 4 Monday 17 February 2020 

 Pupils Resume Tuesday 18 February  2020 

 All Break Friday 3 April 2020 

 Good Friday – 10 April 2020 

Easter Monday – 13 April 2020 

 

Term 2 = 58 pupil days 

Term 2 = 59 staff days 

    

TERM 3 All Resume (Staff and Pupils) Tuesday 21 April 2020 

 May Day (Schools closed) Monday 4 May 2020 

 All Resume Tuesday 5 May 2020 

 Staff In-service Day 5 (pupils off) Monday 18 May 2020 

 Pupils Resume Tuesday 19 May 2020 

 Term Ends 

 

Terms 3 = 47 pupil days 

Terms 3 = 48 staff days 

Friday 26 June 2020 
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Breakfast / After School Club 
 

Contact Details: Stoneyhill After School Club 

   Stoneyhill Primary School 

   Off Clayknowes Way 

   Musselburgh  EH21 6UL 

   Club Mobile:   07757 484 639 

   Office Tel: 0131 653 0820 

   Email:  eloscn@btconnect.com 

 

Timings:   Mon - Thurs 7.45am – 9.00am 

    2.50pm – 5.45pm 

 

  Friday  7.45am – 9.00am 

    12.25pm – 5.45pm 

 

Please note the Breakfast/After School Club is run by East Lothian 

Council and all contact should be made through the numbers above.   
 

 

READY TO LEARN 
It is important that pupils are prepared for the day ahead with all they need. 

The more independent they are the better! 

 

As part of being ready to learn, it is vital pupils are here on time every day. 

Lateness not only affects your child’s learning but that of the class. It is 

important that they know the class routines and are with the class from the 

start of the day, when vital instructions and information is given out to prepare 

the class for the learning ahead.   

 

ABSENCE 

The importance of punctuality should be noted. If your child 

is unable to attend, it is the policy of the school to ask 

parents to phone and explain the reason for the absence 

before 9.15 am.  If parents do not phone, the school will 

phone/text either the parent or the emergency contact to find 

out why the pupil has not arrived.   

 

Parents are requested to avoid taking holidays during term times.  The Head 

of Education will have to be informed and asked for permission should parents 

request more than 10 school days per session for holiday purposes.  Holidays 

taken during term times are normally recorded as unauthorised except in 

particular circumstances. 

mailto:eloscn@btconnect.com
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ATTENDANCE MATTERS; A leaflet is available in reception which explains the 

impact of missed days in more detail. 

 

100% 0 days  Excellent 

95% 9 days of absence 1 week & 4 days of 

learning missed 

Satisfactory 

90% 19 days of absence 

3 weeks & 4 days of learning missed 

Poor 

85% 28 days of absence 

5 weeks & 3 days of learning missed 

Very poor 

80% 38 days of absence 

7 weeks & 3 days of learning missed 

unacceptable 

75% 46 days of absence 

9 weeks & 1 days of learning missed 

unacceptable 

 
 

COMMUNICATION 
 

ACCURATE UPTODATE PERSONAL INFORMATION: 

Parents/carers must always ensure that emergency contact information is 

updated, by informing the office if there are any changes to our records. 

 

 

Throughout the year we provide a number of opportunities 

for parents/carers to come in to share in the life and work 

of the school. These include: 

 Special Assemblies, which celebrate a child’s 

success over a short period of time. These take place on 

or around the last Friday of each term.   

 Celebrating Success Assemblies, which celebrate 

children’s success over the whole school session. These 

take place on the last Tuesday (P1 – P3) and Wednesday (P4 – P7) 

of the summer term. 

 Class Assemblies take place across the year and parents/carers of the 

children leading the event are invited along. 

 The Christmas Show, which involves all children in the school, takes place in 

December. 

 Class exhibitions or other events where children share their learning with 

their parents/carers. 

 

During the session, meetings may be arranged for parents/carers to provide 

information on areas of the curriculum or other aspects of learning and 

teaching. We would encourage you to attend these information meetings as our 

links with you are very important and the more information we are able to share 
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with you, the more productive our partnership in your child’s education is likely 

to be. 

 

We invite parents in at the beginning of the academic year to attend a welcome 

evening with the class teacher. This gives parents the opportunity to find out 

specific topics the pupils may cover, how to support with homework, 

communication and classroom routines.  

 

Parent/carer’s meetings are held three times a year, in November, February 

and May, and provide a chance to share children’s progress and achievements.  

In November and May, parents/carers will be given the opportunity to meet 

their child’s teacher/s for a face-to-face ten minute consultation.  In February, 

parents/carers have the opportunity to spend thirty minutes in their child’s 

classroom whilst he/she shares his/her learning and progress. 

An annual written report will be provided for each pupil in May, giving details of 

pupils’ attainment, effort and attitude in different areas of the curriculum. 

   

We use a range of methods to communicate with parents/carers. In an effort to 

reduce our carbon footprint we try, where possible, to communicate 

electronically through use of phone calls, email, text or via our website 

http://edubuzz.org/blogs/stoneyhill You can now download our school App which also 

shares events, dates and reminders.  Upon enrolment of their child, 

parents/carers are asked to provide an email address to which electronic 

communication can be sent. Paper copies of letters, newsletters etc. will be 

provided to those who request it. 
 

General newsletters are issued, at the start of the month, to all parents/carers 

and others connected with the school.  The newsletter covers aspects of the 

life of the school and gives information about events and activities.  

Letters are also issued for specific reasons and to particular classes. Letters 

are generally given to the oldest child in a family.  It sometimes comes to our 

attention that parents/carers have not received written communications from 

school however, we do try our best to ensure that letters are placed in school 

bags and would ask you to check these regularly. From time to time you will be 

asked to return permission slips for outings or sports activities.  Please note 

that if the permission slips are not returned, children may not take part in 

the outing and will remain in school.  These should be returned via your 

child to the class teacher. 

 

EMERGENCY CLOSURE ARRANGEMENTS 
 

In the event of an unplanned closure, parents/carers will be informed through a 

number of means. Where possible a text, push notification and/or an email 

message will be sent or a phone call made. If appropriate, information will be 

given to the local radio station. School staff will care for children until they can 

http://edubuzz.org/blogs/stoneyhill
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be collected.  Only parents/carers or emergency contacts can be allowed to pick 

up children.   

 

SICKNESS 
 

If a child becomes ill or has an accident at school, he or she will be dealt with 

immediately by a member of staff. If it is deemed necessary for the child to be 

sent home, the parent/carer will be notified.  At no time would a child be sent 

home without confirmation that the parent is there to receive them.   

If further medical attention is required, the parent/carer is sent for to 

accompany the child to the doctor or the hospital. If the parent/carer cannot 

be contacted, the Head Teacher informs the “Emergency Contact” whose name 

and telephone number are on the child’s enrolment form and record card.  

Should the emergency contact be unavailable then the Head Teacher, or an 

appropriate member of staff, would accompany the child to the hospital or 

doctor.  It is vital that we are notified of any change of name, address or 

telephone number or emergency contact, or any new matters regarding 

health which might affect the child’s education, e.g. participation in 

Physical Education.   

 

 

COLLECTING PUPILS FROM SCHOOL 
 

Parents/carers/Guardians should please note that children can only be collected 

from school by the above people. 

If someone else is to collect your child, the school should be informed in 

advance either by a phone call or in writing. 

 

 

MEDICAL CARE 
Where children carry their own medication to 

school and self-administer this medication e.g. for 

inhalers, parents/carers are required to complete a 

Med 2 form which can be obtained from the School 

Office or School Website.   Fresh Med 2 forms should be 

submitted at the start of each session or when changes to 

medication are required. 

 

Parents/carers are required to provide two inhalers or epipens.  This 

ensures medication is with your child wherever they go.  Please make a note 

of the expiry date and send in replacement medication as needed. 

 

School will only support prescribed medication alongside the Med 1 form with 

accurate information and permission. 
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Where parents/carers require children to have medication administered by the 

school a Med 1 form must be obtained from the school office, completed 

and signed, before medication can be administered.  Where parents/carers 

have already submitted a Med 1 form for medication which is regularly 

administered by school e.g. inhalers, Ritalin, please note that again, a new form 

should be completed at the start of each session or for any changes to 

medication. 

 

Parents/carers of children who suffer from epileptic seizure or severe allergic 

reactions should draw this to the attention of the Head Teacher upon 

enrolment.  In this circumstance an individual care plan (Med 3 Form) would be 

drawn up, and members of staff identified to carry out emergency procedures.   

All members of staff who have agreed to be trained in the administration of 

specific drugs to pupils suffering from epileptic seizure or a severe allergic 

reaction, and who are required to apply specific drugs to those pupils, will be 

covered by East Lothian Council's Public Liability Policy. 

 

PARENTAL CONCERNS 
 

Most parental concerns can easily be addressed by speaking to your child’s class 

teacher. If you feel that your concern has not been answered then you should 

make an appointment to speak with either the Depute or Head Teacher. When 

making the appointment it is most helpful if you give an indication of your 

concern. 

 

 

STARTING AT STONEYHILL 
 

 

 OUR DRESS CODE 
 

Our school colours, chosen originally to reflect the colours of the 

Scottish thistle, are dark green and purple.  At Stoneyhill we strongly 

encourage the wearing of our school uniform for a variety of reasons. 

Firstly the wearing of school uniform helps to build up a sense of 

identity, pride and belonging within the school.  It helps to distinguish 

between work and play i.e. “We wear our uniform to school where we go to 

learn.”  Secondly, it helps to cut down on individual differences between children 

and may help to reduce the sort of bullying brought about by children not 

wearing the current designer labels! To date all parents/carers have 

supported us in this.  We hope that this support will continue from year to year. 

 

Uniform: Green or Purple Sweatshirt with school badge 

  Purple, Green or White Polo shirt (with or without badge) 
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  Green Fleece 

  Green Jogging Bottoms 

  Grey/Navy/Black School Trousers 

  Grey/Navy/Black or Kilted Skirt  

  School Tie 

  White Blouse or White Shirt 

  Dark Green Blazer – Badges are available 

  P.E. kit bag 

 

Orders forms are given out three times a year and all pupils will receive an order 

form.   

 

P.E. KIT 
 

P.E. kit is as follows: 

 White, Green or Purple Polo shirt   

 Dark shorts   

 White soled gym shoes (if possible) 

 

If children do not bring P.E. kit to school on the days when they 

have P.E., then they may well not be able to participate in the 

activity. No JEWELLERY should be worn on PE days. These days will be 

identified in your child’s class newsletter. 

 

Parents/carers are asked to take P.E. kit bags home on a Friday for washing, to 

be returned to school on Monday morning. 

 

SCHOOL MEALS AND MILK 
 

Pupils who remain in school at lunchtime can either bring a packed lunch 

from home or pay for a hot meal within the school cafeteria. The cost 

of the hot meals on offer is £2.00 per day which is paid to the cashier 

in the dining hall.  Primary 1-3 are currently entitled to free school 

meals. 

Parents/carers of pupils in Primary 1 are encouraged to take their children home 

at lunchtime during the first few weeks at school. Dining supervisors look after 

children whilst they are having their lunch.   

During wet intervals and lunchtimes the pupils remain in their classrooms where 

specific resources have been set aside for them to use at these times. 

Parents/carers wishing to order milk for their child can do so for the whole 

session, at a cost of £38.00 (2018/19 cost).  You will be given a letter detailing 

the costs for next year in your P1 welcome pack in June.  Alternatively milk can 

be paid in 3 instalments of varying amounts for each new term, in the Autumn, 

Spring and Summer.  Cheques should be made payable to East Lothian Council.  

Please note these prices will rise due to an annual increase implemented in 
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May each year.  A letter with the up-to-date cost for milk will be included 

in the welcome pack/registration pack. 
 

GETTING MORE INVOLVED 
 

PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT 
 

We welcome the involvement of parents/carers throughout their child’s time at 

school, and in some cases, beyond! At the start of the session, and at various 

points throughout, class teachers may ask for parents/carers assistance in a 

range of activities e.g. small group work, mounting children’s work, accompanying 

a class on an educational excursion. We hold skills for life, skills for work 

Building Our Skills at Stoneyhill (BOSS) clubs on a Friday morning and the 

support of parents/carers is vital for their success. If you have a skill or talent 

that you would be willing to share we would be delighted to hear from you. 

 

We encourage parents/carers to take an interest in the work that their child 

does in class and to support them with homework. Should a teacher have a 

concern about your child you will be notified as soon as possible and invited in to 

discuss the way in which school and home can work together to give them the 

best possible support.  

 

 

PARENT COUNCIL 
 

Every parent/carer is a member of our Parent Forum. Those parent/carers who 

wish may join the Parent Council and ideally we would like to have a membership 

of two parents from each year group. Our Parent Council meets approximately 

once per term to discuss issues related to the whole school community. Dates 

for meetings are given in the school newsletter and website. All members of the 

Parent Forum are free to attend. Minutes from past meetings are posted on our 

website.  

The current chair is Lynsey Menzies who can be contacted on :  07432 656 321 

 

Over the years, our Pupil Council has been extremely active and organised many 

excellent social events for children, adults and for families.  In addition, they 

have raised considerable sums of money for the school through events such as 

selling Christmas cards and calendars, quiz nights, race night, pupil discos 

and Christmas Hamper raffles. The PFG have recently refurbished the library 

area and bought additional netbooks for pupils use.  The Parent Council and PFG 

have had to amalgamate to ensure this was able to be continued. We would be 

delighted to welcome you, or any other interested members of your family, 

should you feel that you are able to support the school in this way.   
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PUPIL REPRESENTATION 
 

At various stages of their school journey, pupils have the opportunity to 

represent their class in a number of groups: 

 Pupil Council 

 Health Promotion 

 Junior Road Safety Officer 

 House Captains & Vice captains 

 Librarians 

Through doing so they are developing skills in citizenship along with literacy, 

numeracy and health and wellbeing. They are also aware that they are role 

models for other children. 

 

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 
 

A variety of extra-curricular activities are run at different times of 

the year by staff and parents/carers.  In the past these have 

included a football club, a yoga club, a running club, a badminton club 

and a netball club. 

 

We are always looking to expand our provision of after school clubs 

and are grateful to any parents/carers who would like to help in this way. 

 

Some of the current activities available may not be available in future years, 

since these depend upon the changing expertise and interest of staff and pupils. 

 

 

BEHAVIOUR 
 

At Stoneyhill we have high expectations of behaviour throughout the 

school and place an emphasis on teaching children self-discipline 

from the earliest stages, in order that they can develop as good 

citizens as well as positive pupils, who are able to extract the 

maximum advantage from their time at school.   

 

Our approach is characterised by the placing of significant 

emphasis on rewarding achievement and providing incentives for 

positive behaviour and attitudes to learning.  In addition to this 

a clear and consistent approach has been taken to the establishment of rules 

and sanctions. 

 

Simple school rules have been established to ensure that positive learning 

environments, the physical safety of pupils, moral and social education and 

school property are all maintained.  These rules are consistently applied 
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throughout the school and all children will know what is and what acceptable 

behaviour in different areas of the school is not. 

 

Parental support has been, and will continue to be, fundamental to the success of 

our programme.  A significant feature of our approach is that parents/carers 

are informed at an early stage if children choose to break the rules.  This 

information would be given either by a letter or a phone call home.  Parent’s 

advice and support is welcomed in deciding on an appropriate sanction for the 

child if this is necessary.   

 

Similarly, parents/carers are informed more frequently if children are behaving 

and working well, usually by the sending home of letters or certificates.  In 

addition to this at particular times we invite parents/carers into school to share 

in children’s successes.  Your support in showing your child that you value their 

success is extremely important. Further details of the programme are provided 

in the document “Stoneyhill Primary Behaviour Policy” which you will have 

received together with this booklet. 

 

 

YOUNG CARERS 
 
 

A young carer is someone who is under 18 years of age or who has reached 18 

and still a pupil at school and provides or intends to provide care for another 

individual. A number of young carers do not always identify themselves or wish 

to be identified but the estimate for East Lothian is that one in ten young 

people are carers.  Young carers undertake a number of tasks for the people 

they live with and look after. They are often left alone to do things like washing, 

cooking, shopping, paying bills, collecting medication or helping to look after 

younger brothers or sister.  This means they might not have as much time to 

complete work at home which has an ongoing effect on progress and learning or 

attend clubs and after schools activities therefore missing out on the social 

aspects of school.  

Within Stoneyhill Primary School we want our young carers to enjoy school and 

that it is a positive place to come and they feel included. Please let us know if 

there are difficulties meeting deadlines with work, arriving on time or any other 

issues which affect a young person.  
  



 19 

ANTI-BULLYING 
 

Stoneyhill Primary School operates on active Anti-Bullying Policy, which reflects 

East Lothian Council’s policy and procedures on bullying.   All staff and pupils are 

encouraged to play an active role in minimising bullying.  To this end we operate a 

number of pro-active strategies, which aim to minimise bullying incidents 

including: 

 Teaching pupils from P1–P7 assertiveness and communication skills in a 

progressive way (Cool in School) 

 Overtly teaching anti-bullying strategies 

 Having playground buddies 

 Regularly talking to pupils about bullying issues through Circle time and 

assemblies 

 

To this end we also positively encourage children to inform an adult of all 

bullying incidents.  These are thoroughly investigated and immediately dealt 

with.   Parents/carers are informed of the outcomes and details of all incidents 

are recorded in a log. 

 

Please do not hesitate to inform the school if you suspect your child is a 

victim of bullying.  Experience shows that problems are most easily dealt 

with at an early stage. The school’s anti-bullying co-ordinator is currently Ms 

Macartney, the Head teacher.  If Ms Macartney is not available please contact 

the Depute Head teacher or Principal Teacher. 

 

 

PLAYGROUND SUPERVISION 
When pupils are at school the responsibility for their safety rests with 

the Authority.  The Head Teacher and staff undertake this responsibility 

on behalf of the Authority.  This means that reasonable steps 

are taken to prevent any pupils suffering injury and to ensure 

that accidents or difficulties are reported to a responsible adult 

and appropriate action taken.  All playgrounds in primary schools 

have adult supervision during break time/lunchtime.  At Stoneyhill we have 2 

adult playground supervisors. Parents/carers should note that no playground 

supervision is provided before 8.50 am or after pupils have been dismissed. 
 

CELEBRATING ACHIEVEMENT 
 

It is the school ethos, created by staff, pupils and parents working together to 

create good relationships, that is a major factor in influencing the behaviour and 

attainment of pupils.  In order that children develop a positive self-esteem we 

ensure that positive behaviour, good work and effort are systematically 
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recognised and reinforced.  The following are examples of some of the ways in 

which we do this: 

 Verbal or written praise from the class teacher 

 Stickers, badges, stamps or comments on work 

 Another member of staff’s comments (not the class teacher) on achievement 

 Sending a child to a promoted member of staff 

 Recognition at assemblies by various means e.g. peer approval, certificates, 

house points 

 A positive referral certificate for parents of behaviour/achievement.  

 Table points, pebbles in a jar, raffle tickets, bricks 

 Ladder of success 

 Secret worker (a pupil who has worked extremely hard all day will receive a 

small reward) 

 Star of the day  

 House Points. The winning house each week has an additional 10 minutes 

break on a Friday. 

 

LINKS WITH THE COMMUNITY 
 

The school has many contacts with the local community and visitors are 

frequently invited in to share their expertise with the staff and pupils.  Visits 

by pupils are also organised to places such as the Brunton Hall, Q.M.U. the 

library, Newhailes, local farms, the seashore, shops and many other interesting 

places in the local environment.   

 

The School Council works to support school activities by raising funds through 

community events such as discos, family ceilidh, school fayres etc. 

 

Stoneyhill is part of the Musselburgh Grammar Cluster group and regular 

meetings at Head Teacher level take place.  Schools work together to devise 

programmes of study and are involved in the moderation of learning across the 

Cluster. Joint activities are arranged during certain In-Service Days, giving 

staff the opportunity to visit and share ideas with other class teachers. At 

different times of the year, pupils are provided with opportunities to work 

alongside peers from other cluster schools, enabling friendships to be formed 

before children move on to Musselburgh Grammar.  

 

TRANSITIONS 
Throughout a child’s school career there are a number of transition points. Our 

aim is to make these as smooth and stress free as possible for both the child 

and their parents/carers. 
 

 Home to nursery 

Parents/carers have a vital role in helping their child to settle in to the more 

formal setting of our nursery. Parents/carers and children are invited to visit 
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the nursery prior to starting. This provides a good opportunity for the two-way 

sharing of information. When a child does start nursery, parents/carers are 

encouraged to stay on the premises until their child has settled and feels 

comfortable in the nursery setting. Parents/carers are encouraged to take an 

active part in nursery life and there are opportunities for them to become 

involved in day-to-day activities. 

 

 Nursery to P1 / Home to P1 

Children who attend our nursery class have opportunities throughout their pre-

school year to become familiar with the whole school setting. They take part in 

school events such as assemblies, concerts, fundraising etc. For those children 

moving on to Stoneyhill Primary, more formal opportunities are provided in June 

for parents/carers and children to visit the school, meet class teachers, and 

learn about the school and the Primary 1 experience. 

  

 P1 through to P7 

As children progress from stage to stage, from P1 to P7, opportunities are 

provided for children to meet with their next class teacher/classmates before 

the start of the new session. Information is shared with the receiving class 

teacher in order to ensure that these transitions are as smooth as possible.  

 

 Primary/Secondary Transfer 

Pupils transfer to secondary school after completing P7.  In November, 

parents/carers are asked, by the Pupil Support Division, by letter if they wish 

their child to attend the local secondary.  The pupils from this school normally 

transfer to Musselburgh Grammar School, 86 Inveresk Road, Musselburgh, 

EH21 7BA.  The telephone number is 0131 665 4278. Parents/carers/carers 

are informed of transfer arrangements by December.  

 

In October, parents/carers/carers of P7 children are invited to attend a 

meeting at Musselburgh Grammar. Staff are on hand to provide information 

related to the next step of their child’s educational journey. In addition to this 

meeting, secondary school staff pay a number of visits to Stoneyhill to liaise 

with us, ensuring that Musselburgh Grammar have comprehensive, accurate and 

up to date information on all pupils.   

 

The pupils visit the Grammar school in the summer term for two days to become 

acquainted with some of the staff and the departments. Throughout the session 

a variety of opportunities are provided for our P7 pupils to get together with P7 

pupils from the other schools in our cluster e.g. Forensic Science workshop, 

sporting activities, quizzes etc. 

Should you choose to send your child to another secondary school, we will ensure 

that all appropriate information is shared.  
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SUPPORT FOR PUPILS 
 

  
Just as children are all different, so are the ways in which they learn.  Pupils will 

require varied methods of teaching, learning and levels of support, as well as 

different timescales for progress in learning.   

 

At Stoneyhill, we aim to have high expectations of all our pupils and seek to 

provide the appropriate support to allow these ambitions to be realised.  Some 

pupils may experience difficulty or a lack of progress in particular areas of the 

curriculum, whilst other pupils may be felt to be under-achieving with their 

learning programme.  In such cases the class teacher and promoted staff will 

make assessments and decide how best to proceed.   

 

Assessment of Additional Support Needs is on-going and part of what a teacher 

does on a daily basis. It can be both formal and informal. Through the 

procedures normally used in the classroom, a class teacher would assess an 

individual’s learning difficulties. Where relevant, reference would be made to 

previous school reports and to information given by parents.  

 

The teacher would take action to overcome the learning difficulties within a 

defined period, generally by adjusting the class programme. The teacher would 

then reassess, making a record of the problems faced by the individual, and 

their learning strengths. Should the teacher continue to have concerns they 

would make a referral to the Support for Learning (SFL) Team. 

 

The SFL Team regularly monitor and evaluate the additional support needs of 

pupils through consultation with staff and by analysing available data. Before any 

assessment is made, the SFL Team may consult with school staff, 
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parents/carers or external services. Additional support needs may also be 

brought to the attention of the school by parents or by other agencies.  

Successful identification enables the school to: 

 

 Identify those pupils who are not making expected progress or who 

require assistance to fully access the curriculum 

 Determine the most appropriate forms of educational provision 

 Plan effectively 

 Ensure appropriate resources are in place to meet needs 

 Determine whether an Individualised Educational Programme, Health Care 

Plan or Coordinated Support Plan is necessary.   

 

Any parent/carer who has a concern about their child should, in the first 

instance, speak to the class teacher. If further assistance is required you 

should make an appointment to speak with either the Depute or Head Teacher. 

When making the appointment it is most helpful if you give an indication of your 

concern. 

 

All children have regular opportunities to discuss their learning and set goals 

with their teacher. Pupils with special aptitudes are also catered for in our 

school with appropriate programmes of work which enable the class teacher to 

further their development.   

 

Schools can call on professionals from a number of different agencies/services 

for help and advice.  These include the Educational Psychologists, Outreach 

Teachers, Speech & Language therapy, and Occupational therapy, School Doctor, 

School Nurse, Careers Advisor and Social Worker.  Formal referral to any of 

these agencies/services would only take place with the consent of 

parents/carers/guardians.  There will however be occasions when issues may be 

discussed in confidence without formal referral and therefore without such 

consent.   

 

If parents/carers are concerned about this they should contact the school for 

further information. (See Additional Support for Learning Policy) 

 

HOMEWORK   
At Stoneyhill our homework policy reflects our view that parents/carers, pupils 

and teachers can work in partnership to support learning.  We are aware that 

many of our pupils take part in a wide range of out of school activities and 

recognise that these play an important in their all-round development. We would 

therefore ask that you help your child to balance homework activities 

throughout the week.   

 

Homework is seen as a means for each pupil to: 

 

 consolidate work that has been taught by the class teacher 
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 research, collect, record and present information for a project 

 Practise learning important facts i.e. tables, spelling, capitals of the world 

etc. 

 complete unfinished class work 

 share information about learning at school with parents/carers 

 

At the beginning of each session, each class teacher will issue a letter giving 

parents/carers guidelines on homework activities for the session.  Further 

letters may be issued at different times of the year if activities are to change 

significantly.  Our website offers further advice on homework activities. 

Establishing good habits in primary school should enable pupils to organise their 

workload, and this in turn should help to establish an effective study pattern 

when they reach secondary school. 

 

HOW LONG SHOULD IT TAKE? 

The following is an average of how long homework should take to complete 

each day: 

P1 – P2 10 minutes 

 

P3 – P4 15 minutes 

 

P5  20 minutes 

 

P6  25 minutes 

 

P7  30 minutes 

 

If it takes longer than this, leave it and indicate this in your child’s 

homework diary. 

 

THE HOMEWORK TEAM – 

WHO DOES WHAT? 

 

Role of the pupil: 

 

 To make sure that you know what you have to do 

before you leave school 

 To do the homework which has been set 

 To complete the work as neatly as possible 

 To discuss the homework with your 

parent/helper 

 To hand the homework in on time 

 To tell your teacher if you found the homework too difficult or too 

easy. 
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HOW CAN PARENTS/CARERS HELP? 
 

            

 Please check and sign your child’s homework. 

 Please give your child lots of positive encouragement to complete  the 

activity to the best of their ability. 

 Please do not accept homework that is rushed or untidy.  This may 

well not be accepted by the teacher. 

 There may be times when your child is unable to complete a homework 

activity because they are finding it too difficult.   There may be 

other times when they are taking too long to complete an activity.  

Rather than have children struggling at home in these 

circumstances, we would encourage you to stop your child from 

completing the work.  In addition we would ask you to send in a 

note to the teacher explaining the situation. This is vital 

information for the class teacher.  Steps can then be taken to resolve 

the matter in school and ensure that children are not either 

experiencing anxiety or a sense of failure!  

EDUCATIONAL EXCURSIONS 
 

Educational Excursions form an important contribution to the school curriculum 

and include visits to the zoo, museums and other places of interest as well as the 

participation in sporting events.  You may be asked to contribute towards the 

cost of travel and/or admission, but details of this and other arrangements will 

be sent to you before the excursion takes place.  Such visits are covered by a 

parental consent form.   

 

 

OUTDOOR EDUCATION 
During their time at Stoneyhill, pupils will be given the chance to participate in a 

variety of outdoor pursuits including walks in the local area, cross-country 

events etc.  Two regular events planned by the class teachers and supported by 

outdoor specialists are as follows: 

 P5 A day’s experience at Broomlee Outdoor Centre, West Linton 

 P7 One week’s residential experience at Benmore Outdoor Centre,                  

Dunoon (or other appropriate venue). 

 

 

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT 
In order to ensure that we provide the highest possible standards of education 

for our pupils, we are engaged in a continuous process of self-evaluation. During 

regular staff meetings we discuss the quality indicators set out in Educations 

Scotland’s How Good Is Our School and/or Journey to Excellence and measure 

our performance against these. We also have regular visits from a Quality 
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Improvement Officer (QIO) who monitors our performance. We encourage 

parents to become involved in this process through focus groups, discussions 

with the Parent Council and questionnaires to parents. The results of this 

process of self-evaluation form the basis for our Standards and Quality Report.  

 

THE CURRICULUM 
 

Our school curriculum is based on the Scottish Government’s 

Curriculum for Excellence.   

 

What do we mean by ‘Curriculum’? 

The curriculum describes what children and young people do in 

school.  It includes the lessons which develop some of their 

basic skills such as reading, writing and mathematics and in 

secondary schools, the subject areas (geography, history, languages etc.) and 

the courses which lead to examinations and qualifications.  This has been the 

way education has been defined for very many years with little variation.  

The Curriculum for Excellence provides a framework in which excellent learning 

and teaching can take place.  It is an on-going process of review and change to 

develop and improve children’s experiences of education.  

 

The Curriculum for Excellence is not a single document.  It is definitely NOT a 

national curriculum that dictates what every child should be learning at every 

minute of the day!!  Instead it provides a new way of looking at the curriculum 

that builds on best existing practices in Scottish education and focuses on how 

we can achieve the best for every child. It includes the totality of experiences 

planned for all children through their education to allow them to excel and 

realise their future potential.  However, there is sufficient flexibility to allow 

teachers to be creative and innovative in the approaches they take to make this 

happen. 

 

Importantly, putting the curriculum into practice is not a once-and-for-all task 

but a continuing process. This is the beginning of a continuing cycle of review of 

the curriculum to keep it updated, refreshed and relevant. 

Principles behind curriculum design: 

Challenge and enjoyment 

Breadth 

Progression 

Depth 

Providing individual choice 

Coherent 

Relevant 

 

The curriculum is designed to equip young people with high levels of literacy, 

numeracy and thinking skills and support the development of their health and 
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wellbeing. It should enable every child to develop his or her full potential 

through a broad range of challenging, well-planned experiences which help them 

develop qualities of citizenship, enterprise and creativity.  

 

The curriculum is more than curricular areas and subjects: it is the totality of 

experiences which are planned for children and young people through their 

education. At all stages from the early years to S6 the curriculum will include 

learning through: 

 

The ethos and life of the school as a community - 

We know that positive relationships and the climate for learning in a school - our 

values, our ethos and our life as a community - are essential starting points for 

successful learning. 

The wider life of the school - activities such as assemblies, community events 

and school projects - makes an important contribution to the development of the 

four capacities, helping to enable all our pupils to become successful learners, 

confident individuals, responsible citizens and effective contributors. We also 

offer pupils opportunities to learn through such activities as peer mentoring, 

membership of school councils, undertaking responsibilities and playing a part in 

decision making. 

 

Curriculum areas and subjects 

Curriculum areas and subjects provide familiar and important vehicles for 

learning. We recognise their key role within the curriculum. With that in mind, 

curriculum areas and subjects are refreshed and re-focused as part of the 

review process to take full account of the contributions they can make to 

developing the four capacities and preparing learners for the challenges of the 

future. 

 

Interdisciplinary projects and studies 

The curriculum includes space for learning beyond subject boundaries, so that 

learners can make connections between different areas of learning. Through 

interdisciplinary activities of this kind, our pupils can develop their 

organisational skills, creativity, teamwork and the ability to apply their learning 

in new and challenging contexts. To be successful, these activities need to be 

well planned with a clear purpose and outcomes in mind. 

 

Opportunities for personal achievement 

Opportunities for personal achievement, planned through the school, often 

enrich the life experience of learners. Taking part in activities such as 

performances, community or enterprise activities and trips plays an important 

part in widening a young person's horizons and developing confidence. We also 

respond to the personal interests and aptitudes of learners through clubs, 

community, charitable and fund-raising activities. Many of these activities are 

voluntary for learners and have traditionally been organised as 'extra-

curricular' opportunities.  
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STAGES OF LEARNING 

The stages of learning reflect the stages of maturation of children and young 

people and the changing ways in which they engage with learning as they develop. 

 

Level Stage 

Early the pre-school years and P1 or later for some 

First to the end of P4, but earlier or later for some 

Second to the end of P7, but earlier or later for some 

Third and Fourth S1 to S3, but earlier for some. 

The fourth level broadly equates to SCQF level 4 

Senior phase S4 – S6 and college or other means of study. 

 

Further information about Curriculum for Excellence can be found at Education 

Scotland’s Parentzone by using the following link: 

http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/parentzone/index.asp 

ASSESSMENT AND REPORTING 
 

Assessment is an integral part of learning and 

teaching, helping to provide an emerging picture of 

a young person’s learning and achievements as he or 

she develops across the four capacities. 

Assessment by teachers will be the main means of 

assessing each pupil’s achievements.  

 

Assessment is planned and used in ways which reflect the principles for 

curriculum design (challenge and enjoyment; breadth; progression; depth; 

personalisation and choice; coherence; relevance). Teachers record an individual, 

group or class’ progress in the assessment section of our planning programme.  

At the start of each new session, this information is automatically available to a 

child’s receiving teacher. Assessment is used as the basis for future learning. 

 

A pupil’s progress will be assessed in ways and at times appropriate to their 

learning needs. Judgements made about this learning are based on evidence from 

a broad range of sources, both in and out of school and by reference to their 

progress over time, across a range of activities. Learning, teaching and 

assessment are designed in ways that reflect the way different learners’ 

progress to motivate and encourage their learning. To support this, all learners 

will be involved in planning and reflecting on their own learning, through 

formative assessment, self and peer evaluation and personal learning planning. 

(See Assessment Policy) 

 

Formal reports are sent home once a year in June.  Parent’s meetings with 

teachers are held, usually in November and in March.  We will also inform you 

throughout the year of any significant detail about your child’s attainment. We 

welcome feedback on these. 

http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/parentzone/index.asp
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You are welcome to discuss your child’s progress at any time, though it is 

best to try to make an appointment in advance. 

TEACHING METHODS 
A primary classroom is rather like a workshop where the 

emphasis is on learning as well as teaching.  As children develop 

at different rates and have differing preferred learning styles, 

teachers will assess the learning needs of each pupil in class.  

Development then takes place through individual and group, as 

well as class, learning experiences organised by the teacher.  

These learning experiences will be set within stimulating 

contexts and will employ active teaching and learning strategies, aiming to 

engage the children in exploring, discovering and learning with increasing levels 

of confidence and independence as they move through the school.  

Teachers involve children in planning activities by finding out what they already 

know about a subject and what they would like/need to learn to extend that 

knowledge. Children at all stages of the school are involved in taking 

responsibility for assessing their performance against specific success criteria, 

devised by themselves or the teacher.  

For children to take part fully in their learning they need to be actively engaged 

in making choices about what and how they learn. In our early years’ classes 

children can be seen moving from one activity to another whilst in the later 

stages children may choose to learn in different ways e.g. from a book, making 

use of ICT, with a partner etc. 

We understand the importance of children being able to develop skills that will 

support them not only in learning but also in life and work. To facilitate this we 

run skills for life, skills for work, Building Our Skills at Stoneyhill (BOSS), clubs 

on a Friday morning. These clubs involve children from a range of stages working 

together on activities such as baking, sewing, photography, sport, fashion and 

design. The involvement of parents/carers helps to make these even more 

successful. 

As well as the explicit learning that children take part in during planned 

classroom activities they will be involved in developing skills in literacy, numeracy 

and health and well-being out with the classroom e.g. listening to and following 

instructions in the playground, finding out about health and safety on a trip, 

working out the money required to pay for their lunch, resolving disputes, 

helping others, reading rotas etc… 

 

CURRICULAR AREAS 
There are eight curricular areas within Curriculum for Excellence. These will 

sometimes be treated as stand-alone subjects but very often, in order to make 

learning more meaningful, will be grouped together to create a context for 

learning e.g. Literacy and Drama could be linked when children work to write and 

perform a show. This is known as interdisciplinary learning and it allows children 
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to make links between what they are learning and the use to which this can be 

put in the future. 

  

EXPRESSIVE ARTS 
The expressive arts, which include the subject areas of Art 

and Design, Drama, Music and Dance, develop the 

imagination and aesthetic awareness, encourage pupils’ 

physical development, promotes awareness of cultural 

heritage and contributes to social development through 

recognition of the importance of good health and positive 

attitudes towards self and others. 

Class teachers work with visiting subject specialists of P.E. and 

Music to present a cohesive programme which supports the 

development of these curricular areas in a structured and meaningful way. 

We also have visiting tutors of Brass and Woodwind who take small numbers of 

senior pupils for weekly tuition.  Pupils are selected for this opportunity in P5 

and P6.   

 

HEALTH AND WELLBEING 
At Stoneyhill Primary we set out to promote a whole-school approach to taking 

responsibility for health.  We place a high value on the good health of staff and 

pupils, caring for people as individuals and providing stimulating, safe and healthy 

conditions for the life and work of the whole-school community.  Health and 

Wellbeing is an integral part of the school curriculum, with its aims being 

firmly embedded within the overall aims of the school.  Through Health 

and Wellbeing, pupils will be provided with experiences to develop 

knowledge skills and attitudes in relation to: 

 Mental, emotional, social and physical wellbeing 

 Planning for choices and changes 

 Physical education 

 Physical activity and sport 

 Food and health  

 Substance misuse 

 Relationships, sexual health and parenthood 

 

We are aware that some of these areas could potentially be quite sensitive 

and, in order to put parents/carers’ minds at ease, meetings are arranged 

with parents before these are delivered to children. Specifically, we hold a 

meeting for parents/carers of children in Primary 6 to discuss our Sex 

Education Programme – Keeping Myself Safe. 
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LANGUAGES 

FRENCH 

French is taught to pupils in Primaries 6 and 7 and from August 2015 

has also been taught at P1. French will then be taught across all 

stages.  

 

 

LITERACY AND ENGLISH 
Literacy enables children both to communicate with others 

effectively for a variety of purposes and to examine their 

own and others’ experiences, feelings and ideas, giving 

them order and meaning.  Since this is central to children’s 

intellectual, emotional and social development, it has an 

essential role across the curriculum and helps pupils’ learning to be coherent and 

progressive. 

We provide pupils with the chance to develop and extend their literacy skills by 

giving them opportunities to: 

 

 communicate, collaborate and build relationships 

 reflect on and explain their literacy and thinking skills, using 

feedback to help them improve and sensitively provide useful 

feedback for others 

 engage with and create a wide range of texts in different media, 

taking advantage of the opportunities offered by ICT 

 develop their understanding of what is special, vibrant and valuable 

about their own and other cultures and their languages 

 explore the richness and diversity of language,  how it can affect 

them, and the wide range of ways in which they and others can be 

creative 

 extend and enrich their vocabulary through listening, talking, 

watching and reading. 

 

We attach a high priority to giving children a command of the English language 

(as well as their own dialect), and the ability to use it confidently, creatively and 

appropriately. This includes reading with understanding, writing fluently and 

legibly with accurate spelling and handwriting, listening attentively and talking to 

the point. To this end, we try to plan structured and stimulating activities to 

help children develop English language skills by giving them opportunities to: 
 

 engage with a wide range of texts and develop an appreciation of the 

richness and breadth of Scotland’s literary and linguistic heritage 

 enjoy exploring and discussing word patterns and text structures.  
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NUMERACY AND MATHEMATICS 
Numeracy: We emphasise the importance of accuracy, fluency and agility within 

mental maths. The core skills are addition and subtraction within 20 and 

knowledge and application of multiplication tables. It is from these basics we can 

then be able to apply knowledge and skills to everyday situations and understand 

the relationship between  tables, fractions, percentages etc. We can then apply 

these to money, weight, measurement and more importantly word problems. 

 

Mathematics is the study of the properties, relationships and 

patterns in number and shape, and the application of this 

knowledge to analyse, interpret, simplify and solve problems.  

 
It is a rich and stimulating subject with the capacity to 

engage and fascinate learners of all ages, interests and 

abilities. Learning mathematics develops logical reasoning, analysis, problem-

solving skills and the ability to think in abstract ways, as well as offering 

opportunities for creativity. It is a universal language of numbers and symbols 

which allows us to communicate ideas in a concise, unambiguous and rigorous way. 

 

Mathematics is important in everyday life, allowing us to make sense of the 

world around us. It gives us confidence in dealing with number and in 

understanding shape, position and movement. It enables us to think abstractly, 

model real-life situations and make generalisations, and equips us with the skills 

we need to interpret and analyse information, assess risk and make informed 

decisions. Mathematics can enable us to contribute effectively in the workplace 

and gives us the capacity to be both creative and logical when enjoying the 

challenge of solving problems, tackling puzzles or playing games.  

 

Mathematics plays an important role in other areas, such as science or 

technologies, and is vital to research and development in fields such as 

engineering, computer science, medicine and finance. Learning mathematics gives 

pupils access to the wider curriculum and the opportunity to pursue further 

studies and interests. 

 

Our ultimate aim is to develop confidence in the application of mathematics in 

everyday situations. To do this we plan activities and experience that enable our 

pupils to: 

 

 develop a secure understanding of the concepts, principles and 

processes of mathematics and apply these in different contexts, 

including the world of work  

 understand the application of mathematics, its impact on our society 

past and present, and its potential for the future  

 develop essential numeracy skills which will allow me to participate 

fully in society 

 establish firm foundations for further specialist learning 
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 understand that successful independent living requires financial 

awareness, effective money management, using schedules and other 

related skills 

 apply skills and understanding creatively and logically to solve 

problems, within a variety of contexts 

 appreciate how the imaginative and effective use of technologies can 

enhance the development of skills and concepts. 

 

RELIGIOUS AND MORAL EDUCATION 
Through our religious and moral education programme we hope to 

enable pupils to: 

 

 recognise religion as an important expression of human 

experience 

 learn about and from the beliefs, values, practices and 

traditions of Christianity and the world religions selected for study, 

other traditions and viewpoints independent of religious belief 

 explore and develop knowledge and understanding of religions, 

recognising the place of Christianity in the Scottish context 

 investigate and understand the responses which religious and non-

religious views can offer to questions about the nature and meaning of 

life 

 recognise and understand religious diversity and the importance of 

religion in society  

 develop respect for others and an understanding of beliefs and 

practices which are different from their own 

 explore and establish values such as wisdom, justice, compassion and 

integrity and engage in the development of and reflection upon their 

own moral values 

 develop their beliefs, attitudes, values and practices through 

reflection, discovery and critical evaluation  

 develop the skills of reflection, discernment, critical thinking and 

deciding how to act when making moral decisions 

 make a positive difference to the world by putting my beliefs and 

values into action 
 establish a firm foundation for lifelong learning, further learning and 

adult life. 
The aims of religious observance are: 

 to promote pupils’ spiritual development; 

 to increase their understanding of religious practices such as prayer and 

meditation and the religious experience which underlies them; 

 to promote the ethos of the school through the expression and 

celebration of shared values; 

 to provide opportunity for individual reflection on spiritual and moral 

concerns. 
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In recognition of Scotland's Christian heritage, we celebrate Christmas and 

Easter as part of school assemblies. This religious observance provides 

opportunities for class or stage involvement by pupils and others, including our 

school chaplain, in planning and presentation.   

 

SCIENCES 
Sciences encompasses looking at: 

 Our Living World 

 Our Physical World 

 Our Material World 

These headings then break down into: 

 Life and Cells 

 Energy in the Environment 

 Force and Motion 

 Communications 

 Materials 

 Planet Earth  

 

Awareness of the interdependence of people and the environment and for 

society’s responsibility for the care and conservation of the environment is a 

major social and political issue.  Events, decisions and changes made in the past 

have shaped the present.   

Our aim is for Stoneyhill’s pupils to make a positive contribution to the shape of 

the environment of the future. Through the activities and experiences which we 

plan for and with our pupils, many of them of an interdisciplinary nature, we 

support them to: 

 

 develop curiosity and understanding of the environment and their 

place in the living, material and physical world 

 demonstrate a secure knowledge and understanding of the big ideas 

and concepts of the sciences 

 develop skills for learning, life and work 

 develop the skills of scientific inquiry and investigation using 

practical techniques 

 develop skills in the accurate use of scientific language, formulae 

and equations  

 apply safety measures and take necessary actions to control risk 

and hazards 

 recognise the impact the sciences make on my life, the lives of 

others, the environment and on society 

 recognise the role of creativity and inventiveness in the 

development of the sciences 

 develop an understanding of the Earth’s resources and the need for 

responsible use of them 
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 express opinions and make decisions on social, moral, ethical, 

economic and environmental issues based upon sound understanding 

 develop as a scientifically-literate citizen with a lifelong interest in 

the sciences  

 establish the foundation for more advanced learning and future 

careers in the sciences and the technologies.  

 

SOCIAL STUDIES 
Through social studies, children and young people develop their 

understanding of the world by learning about other people and their 

values, in different times, places and circumstances, and how their 

environment has been shaped. As they mature, children and young 

people’s experiences can be broadened using Scottish, British, 

European and wider contexts for learning, yet maintaining a focus on 

the historical, social, geographic, economic and political changes that 

have shaped Scotland. Children and young people learn about human 

achievements and how to make sense of changes in society, conflicts and 

environmental issues. With greater understanding comes the opportunity to 

influence events by exercising informed and responsible citizenship. 

Through the activities and experiences which we plan for and with our pupils, 

many of them of an interdisciplinary nature, we support them to:  

 

 develop an understanding of how Scotland has developed as a nation, 

resulting in an appreciation of their local and national heritage within the 

global community 

 broaden their understanding of the world by learning about human 

activities and achievements in the past and present 

 develop their understanding of their own values, beliefs and cultures and 

those of others 

 learn how to locate, explore and link periods, people and events in time 

and place 

 learn how to locate, explore and link features and places locally and 

further afield 

 engage in entrepreneurial activities which stimulate an enterprising 

attitude 

 develop an understanding of concepts that stimulate enterprise and 

influence business 

 establish firm foundations for lifelong learning and for further 

specialised study and careers. 

 

TECHNOLOGIES 
Technology – the application of knowledge and skills to 

extend human capabilities and to help satisfy human needs 

and wants – has had profound effects on society.  
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Scotland has a strong tradition of excellence and innovation in technological 

research. Scotland’s people need to be skilled in technologies and to be aware of 

the impact of technologies on the environment and society.  

The technologies’ curriculum area relates particularly to contexts that provide 

scope for developing technological skills, knowledge, understanding and 

attributes through creative, practical and work-related activities. It offers a 

rich context for the development of all of the four capacities and for developing 

the life skills that are recognised as being important for success in the world of 

work.  

Technologies are connected strongly with all other areas of the curriculum, 

whether through extending and applying the specialist knowledge and 

understanding developed in the sciences, through the creative use of technology 

in the expressive arts, or through use of technologies to enhance learning.  

We aim to offer challenging activities which involve research, problem solving, 

exploration of new and unfamiliar concepts, skills and materials, and the 

rewarding learning which often results from creating products which have real 

applications. Pupils can develop their creativity and entrepreneurial skills and be 

encouraged to become innovative and critical designers of the future. These 

attributes are essential if our children and young people are to play a major part 

in the global economy and embrace technological developments in the 21st 

century.  

Learning in the technologies will enable children to be informed, skilled, 

thoughtful, adaptable and enterprising citizens, and to:  

 

 develop a considered understanding of the role and impact of 

technologies in changing and influencing societies  

 contribute to building a better world by taking responsible, ethical 

actions to improve their lives, the lives of others and the environment  

 gain the skills and confidence to embrace and use technologies now and 

in the future, at home, at work and in the wider community  

 become informed consumers and producers who have an appreciation of 

the merits and impacts of products and services  

 be capable of making reasoned choices relating to the environment, 

sustainable development and ethical, economic and cultural issues  

  broaden their understanding of the role that information and 

communications technology (ICT) has in Scotland and in the global 

community  

 experience work-related learning, establish firm foundations for 

lifelong learning 

 and, for some, specialised study and a diverse range of careers.  
 

This information is accurate at the time of compilation, but is subject to 

changes in roll, staffing and resources in future years. 

 

 

Fiona Macartney 
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