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Dear Parents,  

Welcome back! We are so looking forward to seeing 

everyone and can’t wait to get started! 

 

I know you will continue to have lots of questions, 

please bear with us as we develop our new procedures. 

The main request is that we work together to support 

our pupils to return to school. Please be reassured 

that there will always be a solution to different 

scenarios but please be patient, positive and ensure 

that we continue to communicate effectively. 

 

Our children will pick up on our anxieties. My main 

piece of advice is everything will be fine and any 

changes are just a temporary solution. We need to be 

adaptable as SG advice, as we have found out all 

through the summer, changes. Therefore as a school 

we are being as responsive as we can and are aiming to 

communicate information to parents as quickly as 

possible. Please remember that the majority of 

information and changes to guidance has come whilst 

school has been closed and staff on holiday. Thank you 

for your patience. 

 

I know some of you have emailed questions and 

queries. The handbook has the answer to nearly all of 

your queries but I will pick up on a few points which I 

hope to answer the majority below. 

 

New session procedures: All these are subject to 

change depending on the most up-to-date SG and 

health advice. 

 

I know there appears to be some contradictions in 

some advice but please bear with us as we reopen and 

do our very best to get it right for all pupils, families 

and staff 

 

Starting back 

There was a letter sent to all parents from Lesley 

Brown confirming SG advice that all children would be 

returning to school on 12th August which was shared 

with you during the holidays. This letter obviously 

superseded our previous communication about a possible 

blended model of learning where your child would have 

been at school for 2 days. 

 

Therefore all children will be returning on Wednesday 

12th August. Previously there was an indication there 

could be some flexibility but again, part for p1 during 

the first 2 days of school, everyone is back to school 

full time. 

 

Parental handbook:  to simplify and clarify a few key 

points; this handbook was to reflect procedures to help 

adults to socially distance. Obviously I cannot mitigate 

every possible circumstances. Please note that the only 

arrangements that are different from what is in the 

handbook in terms of drop off and pick up are for P1, 

which has been communicated to those parents.  

 

 

Start times: Please only enter school playground at the 

time window indicated for your age / class and not 

before. We know that your child may be anxious about 

returning to school and we will work with parents 

individually if this the situation.  

 

Bags:  

I know many of you are anxious abbot normality and 

allowing bags and packed lunches, Please can you bear 

with us for the near future, I know some of you have 

asked about these and made comparisons about other 

schools I can assure you I meet with not only the 

cluster schools and other HT from ELC to talk about 

these issues. I will resolve these and reduce 

restrictions as soon as possible. 

 

As in the handbook with yes/ no. We are current saying 

NO to school bags. As soon as we can we will let you 

know when it is ok to bring one. Our current advice even 

with returning a library book is that it needs to sit for 

72 hours before returning to circulation, hence the 

reason for restricting things like packed lunch boxes 

and bags.  

 

Indoor shoes: please provide incase it is very muddy 

and it is therefore a necessity to change. Where ever 

possible children will not change their shoes when they 

are in school.  
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Packed lunches: Although we are aware that 

disposable bags are not environmental friendly, this 

request is a solution for returning to school. If 

parents choose to ignore this request and send a 

packed lunch box, please ensure you follow all guidance 

to ensure they are properly cleaned within the health 

advice 

 

Uniform: If you have uniform that fits please wear. 

 

 

PE days: You will be advised from the class 

newsletter which days are your child’s PE days so they 

can come prepared in active wear. 

PE days please come prepared for outdoor PE, 

including a waterproof jacket 

 

 

Socially distancing between children: I know that 

guidance says that children under 11 do not need to 

SD. However children are working with adults and our 

current guidance notes that children need to remain in 

their class groups which in the main is to support  

Trace and protect agenda. 

 

 

 

Blended learning: If we were to have a spike or 

identified cases within school we would revert to a 

blended model and we advised you prior to the 

holidays which group your child would be in. If we do 

need to take action we will remind you of the 

procedures at that time 

 

 

Prams::Ideally if you can stick to the arrangements as 

in the handbook, it is the best procedure to minimise 

contact.  However if you need to bring a buggy and the 

weather is incremental, please enter via the main gate 

and exit via the gate at the bottom of the playground. 

Please remember SD and respect 1 way system with 

only 1 adult accompanying per family. 

 

. 

. 

 

Outdoor learning: Weather permitting we will use our 

school grounds. Please ensure your child has suitable 

footwear and jacket 

 

P7 camp: At present Lockerbie Manor has been 

rearranged for March. I have to emphasize this again 

will depend on current advice at that time as to if we 

can go ahead 

 

Support: I would just like to thank our parent council 

members for their support and advice during these 

difficult times and in helping support communication.  

 

I would also like to thank Mrs. Melrose for giving up her 

time during the summer in sending out various 

communication to parents 


