
# GROW! CREATE! SHINE! 

 

Dear Parents and family members,  
What a relief that we are now preparing to welcome 

our older children back to school from 15th March (as 

long as community transmission remains low).  We are 

also very much looking forward to the time when we 

can welcome you back, and meet face to face again. 

 

It has been a joy having the younger children return 

to the nursery and classrooms.  They settled in quickly 

and we hope they’re sleeping well after the 

adjustment to being together again. The staff are! 

 

I have attended two virtual Parent Council meetings in 

my first weeks as headteacher and I’m excited to 

have begun my journey of getting to know you and your 

children. I want to invite a group of parents to help 

me plan questions for an on-line survey so we can hear 

from each of you about what you value most from 

school and nursery, anything that isn’t working well 

and how best to communicate with you (including a 

refresh of Nursery and School Handbooks). If you 

would like to be part of this discussion please 

forward your name to the school office. 

 

Gates: Out with school entry and exit times, the only 

way to access school is via the main gate. This is to 

ensure pupil safety. We have installed a high clip for 

adults to flip over when entering and exiting out with 

school times.  Please ensure you remember to flip this 

over when leaving school grounds. 

 

Start times: Back to normal very soon! 

From Monday 15th March when all our children return 

to school we are reverting to the times from Aug-Dec.  

P3 – P7 children should arrive in time for the bell at 

8:50am.  P1 & P2 remain unchanged at 9am. Their door 

will remain open for around 5 minutes. 

 

We will continue with children not lining up to enter 

school, but filing in as they are ready. 

 

Please help us all keep safe by … 

All adults coming to drop-off and pick-up children 

anywhere on school grounds or in the playing field 

must respect Scottish Government guidelines and 

keep 2m distance. 

 

Dismissal Mon-Thursday: 

P1 & 2 ~ Children will be dismissed on the bell and leave 

from their classrooms. 

P3 & P3/4 ~ will leave at 3.10pm from classrooms. 

P4/5, P5 & P6 3.15pm ~ from classrooms and exit 

through field gate 

P7 ~ 3.15pm from upstairs classroom exit from the side  

exit beside the bike rack. 

 

P7 are now entering and exiting via the door beside the 

gym hall, again restricting the number of pupils  

Individual arrangements continue for P7s who are 

collecting younger siblings 

 

Friday’s dismissal:  

P1 /2 ~ 12.15pm 

P3 & P3/4 ~ 12.20pm 

P4/5 – P7 ~ 12.25pm 
 

We will continue to monitor these arrangements. 

 

Bags: It isn’t necessary for your child to bring a school 

bag as everything is provided in school. However we 

recognise that some children are bringing their lunch 

and water bottle in a bag and they are able to store 

them with their coat in their classroom bubble. 

 

Lunch: 

All lunches are eaten in designated classrooms or areas. 

Packed lunch boxes are acceptable providing you follow 

safety guidelines around hygiene.  

If you are ordering a school packed lunch remember you 

need to order your child’s selection from home as they 

are not able to use the board to do this in school. 

We will be staggering lunchtimes just as we did Aug-

Dec.   

Outdoor playtime Zones:  

Each class will have their own Zone outside at break and 

lunch.  We may rotate the zones every fortnight to 

offer a change of experience.  

We will have ‘Plan B’ zones for times when the ground in 

the park is waterlogged and very slippy. 

 

Indoor shoes;  

Thank you for providing these – as before they will 

remain in school. We will change our shoes to go outside 

as normal.  
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PE kit:  

Your child’s teacher will confirm P.E. days.  Your child 

should wear their kit to school on these days. For the 

moment all P.E. must take place outdoors so please 

ensure they have suitable warm joggers and a 

sweatshirt/jumper.   

Fitness Friday: 

This will resume but will take place outside as 

separate classes (not as Houses) at different times 

throughout the morning. 

 

Illness - Absence procedures:  

It is our normal child protection requirement that you 

contact school to inform us of your child’s absence. 

Please can you also be specific around the reason. For 

example, sickness bug, temperature, appointment etc.  

Let us know if your child has symptoms of COVID, is 

self-isolating and awaiting NHS test. Please inform 

school of the test result. If your child has a negative 

result they can return to school provided they are 

well and the result has been shown to the school.  If 

your child has a positive test result Track and Trace 

will advise the date for end of self-isolation. 

 

If your child is unwell with other respiratory 

symptoms e.g. runny nose, sore throat, sneezing.  Then 

follow usual policy for sickness (stay home at least 48 

hours and until fully recovered and free of fever for 

48hours).  There is no need for COVID testing unless 

your child develops symptoms of COVID-19.   

 

If a child within school displays symptoms of COVID-

19 they will be removed from contact with others and 

isolated in the medical room and at least 2 meters 

away from other people.  You will be contacted to 

come and collect asap. Staff looking after the child 

will wear gloves, apron and a fluid resistant surgical 

mask.  The immediate area (e.g. desk) occupied by the 

child will be cleaned with detergent and disinfectant 

using appropriate PPE.  Any cleaning waste and PPE will 

be double bagged and stored securely for 72 hours 

before disposal. 

 

Homework:  

We are not going to issue home learning until after 

the Easter holidays.  We feel everyone will benefit 

from a break at home! After the holidays this will be 

set via Google classrooms as normal.  

 

Milk:  

P1-3 are receiving milk, and P4-7 will be able to 

receive milk on their return. There will be 

adjustments and refunds made where appropriate. You 

will receive a letter with further details next week 

 

School communications:  

These will continue to be sent out by email, School App 

and Groupcall. 

Contacting staff: 

Your child’s google classroom account will now be used 

for announcements and after Easter for homework.  

The teacher will post class newsletters and 

announcements there. Staff will NOT be monitoring 

their gmail account as previously in lockdown.  

 

If you wish to speak to a member of staff please either 

phone or email the office or their Stoneyhill account.  

Allow a minimum of 48 hours for staff to respond. If 

you need advice or have an urgent issue call the school 

office. A relevant member of staff will return your call. 

 

Hand hygiene: 

Please ensure your child has good hand and respiratory 

hygiene.  They may need your support to be thorough! 

 

P1 and P7 Transitions: 

We are keen to provide our children with quality 

experiences of transition in the final term.  We will be 

in touch with you as soon as we have our programmes 

confirmed. We are still awaiting advice on what is 

permitted. We may need to include virtual experiences. 

We want to make this last part of their year as special 

and memorable as we can. 

 

School’s 25th Anniversary year! 

Can you believe Stoneyhill PS has been educating for 

twenty five years come August? It doesn’t look old 

enough  

The Parent Council were discussing this and we agreed 

that the start of next session is an excellent 

opportunity to celebrate the school as a community.  

We will be exploring what education was like here 25 

years ago, and comparing this with learning here today. 

We want to challenge the children to think about the 

qualities and skills they will need in 25 years’ time and 

what jobs they might be doing then. 

We will be forming a planning group with children, staff 

and parents after Easter, and will be in touch to invite 

you to be part of this.  I know many of you went to 

school here in the 1990s. We would like to hear about 

your experiences! 

Kindest regards, 

Ms.Kate Whiteley, Mrs Carol Colville and the staff 

team. 


