
# GROW! CREATE! SHINE! 

 

Dear parents, carers, family members & friends, 
 

We hope that everyone was able to enjoy the 
September weekend sunshine! As we move 
beyond the autumnal equinox it is suddenly 
feeling autumnal with some chilly winds.  Please 
ensure that your child brings their coat each 
day, with a hood or a hat. 
Apologies the September Newsletter wasn’t 
issued sooner.  We have had an unusual amount 
of staff sickness and so have needed to cover 
other roles with children as a priority. 
 
Writing Assessments: 
Thank you for having conversations with your 
child(ren) about people, places or things that 
are special to them, and sending in 
photographs.  These have supported your child 
in a piece of personal writing which will be 
assessed using different success criteria 
according to their stage. Towards the end of the 
session we will compare their skills with another 
assessed piece and look for the impact of our 
developments in making writing skills more 
explicit for children, and asking them to act on 
teacher feedback 
 
School Vision, Values and Aims: 
We have consulted with children and staff 
about what matters most to them about our 
school and now it’s your turn! 
Your child (one per family) has brought home a 
leaflet with three questions to ask you.  It is a 
home-learning task for them to talk with you to 
find out what you value most about Stoneyhill 
and what kind of values and skills you want 
them to learn at school.  Please record your 
ideas and return it. The blank spaces are for 
children to illustrate your ideas in pictures. 

It might be helpful for you to know some of the 
most frequent things that staff and children have 
said matter most to them: 
 

Teachers top ideas: 
Confident 
individuals 

Successful 
learners 

Effective 
contributors 

Responsible 
citizens 

Safe/secure Creative Inclusive Respectful 

Self-belief Positive Fun Caring/Kind 

 Hard working Skilled Trustworthy 

Children’s top ideas: 
P1 P2 P3 P4 

 Kind, 
Respectful, 
Fun, 
Safe, 
Learning new 
things 

Respectful, 
Active, 
Safe, 
Kind, 
Helpful, 
Responsible 
 

Fun, 
Kind, 
Safe, 
Helpful, 
Respectful 
Friendly 

P4-5 P5-6 P6 P7 

Respectful, 
Kind, 
Healthy, 
Honest, 
Safe, 
Achieving 

Caring/Kind, 
Respectful, 
Friendly, 
Safe, ready, 
Fair, 
Fun 
 

Caring/Kind, 
Respectful, 
Friendly, 
Help with 
learning 

Fun & 
creative 
learning, 
Respectful 

 
 
 
Nursery Consultation: 
Nursery parents and carers won’t receive this 
leaflet but will shortly be asked to complete a 
consultation by Google Form as the new team are 
really keen to hear from you and will include 
questions about what matters most to you for 
your child at Nursery.  
The children continue to thrive with our new 
team.  We hope that you are beginning to feel 
you know the team and are feeling supported 
too.  We look forward to the day that we can 
welcome you inside! 
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School Improvement Plan and Standards and 
Quality Report: 
Raising attainment remains a key priority, 
including ensuring that any gaps evident for 
children as a result of the last 18 months are 
addressed. 
Teaching staff have identified a need to 
concentrate particularly on: 
  Children understanding the skills needed in 

writing and being able to apply this 
understanding.  We are developing a whole 
school skills progression. 

 Children developing their confidence and 
skills in mental maths and numeracy.  We 
are refreshing our skills progression to make 
this clearer for staff and children.  The 
Nursery team and P1 teacher are attending 
Numeracy Academy training so that our 
children are stimulated and supported to 
make sense of number from the earliest 
opportunity. 

 We are aware of an increased need to 
support children with their wellbeing.  We 
are developing indoor and outdoor nurture 
spaces.  

Copies of our improvement plan will shortly be 
available on our school website, along with a 
parent summary of the Standards and Quality 
Report. 
 
Attendance: 
A leaflet is being issued to each family to 
underline the importance of attendance at 
school, and I hope you find it informative.  It is 
concerning to see how overall % time in school 
can be affected by a series of small absences.  I 
want to encourage us all to make daily 
attendance a priority.  
 
Uniform Orders: 
Patricia Bewsey would like to make you aware 
that uniform orders are once again available on-
line www.garmentprinter.co.uk 
 

Staffing Update: 
P6 children and parents are already aware that 
we are saying goodbye to Mr Baptie after the 
October holidays.  He and his fiancée are 
beginning a new exciting phase as they move to 
live and work in New Zealand.  We wish them 
both every success and happiness, though Mr 
Baptie will be sadly missed by us.  He has been a 
valued teacher here at Stoneyhill for 8 years. 
I am delighted to share that we have appointed a 
new teacher for P6, Mrs Gallagher. She is hoping 
to meet the class before the holidays, and starts 
with us on 25th October In service day. 
 
Parent Council 
At the AGM this month Lynsey Melville stood 
down as Chair after her maximum three years in 
this role. We are all enormously grateful to her 
for all her hard work on behalf of the children, 
parents and staff. 
We are delighted to announce that Mrs Tina 
Warren was elected as our new Chair.  We have 
had a few more parents attend the Virtual 
meetings and would love to welcome even more.  
Please request a link and join us from home! 
Christmas Card Orders: 
Once again this year the Parent Council have 
organized for children to design their own 
Christmas card which you can order on-line, with 
a % of funds raised going to school.  The cards 
and details of how to order will come home 
Monday 4th and you need to place orders by 8th 
October.  Please return your child’s card to school 
if you are placing an order. Thank you. 
 
 
Health & Safety: 
We would like to remind everyone that as we 
have a few children with serious NUT ALLERGIES 
we are a nut-free school, and ask you to ensure 
that no snacks or packed lunches contain nut 
products.  Thank you for your support. 
 
 

http://www.garmentprinter.co.uk/
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Covid Mitigations:  
The Government had indicated that they would 
review the Covid-19 precautions necessary for 
schools at the end of September.  They have 
now revised this timescale and will issue 
updated guidance after the October holidays.  
This means that all our current mitigations and 
procedures remain in place for Nursery and 
School until we hear otherwise. 
 
Smart watches, Tracker watches and mobiles:  
Some children have amazing watches that 
double up as a way of contacting you by phone.  
Please make sure that your child knows how to 
switch these devices off during the school day 
and on again at home time.  Many thanks. 
 
Craighall Primary Hosting Arrangement: 
Many of you may recall several years ago that it 
was mentioned that Stoneyhill PS would host 
children from families moving into the new 
housing at Craighall until their new school was 
ready to open.  These houses are now becoming 
available and in the coming months we may 
have a few children coming to join us for a year 
or two.  We will be explaining this to the 
children in the coming weeks so that we can all 
be welcoming. There will be an East Lothian 
Council letter for parents shortly with more 
information. 
 
East Lothian Council School Holidays: 
We have been asked to advise parents and staff 
that the consultation on School Session Dates 
for 2022/23 to 2024/25 will be open on the 
Council’s Consultation Hub from 27 September 
2021 until 18 October 2021.  The consultation 
on the draft school session dates for these three 
school sessions is to seek stakeholder views.  
Our neighbouring authorities, City of 
Edinburgh Council and Midlothian Council have 
set, or are in the process of setting, their session 
dates and these dates are available on 
the respective websites.  The East Lothian 

Council draft dates for 2022/23 to 2024/25 have 
taken cognizance of our neighbouring authority 
dates, very much aligning with City of Edinburgh 
Council dates. 
 
Dates for your Diary 
Parent Council Google Meeting Wed. 6th Oct 7pm 
(You will find details of the link to attend on the PC 
Facebook page, or can request a link from the Chair). 

Pupil October holidays – Mon 18th – Mon 25th  
Monday 25th October – staff in-service training 
Tuesday 26th October – pupils return 
 
Kindest regards, 
Ms. Kate Whiteley (HT), Mrs Carol Colville (DHT)  
& the School and Nursery staff team. 
  


