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Dear parents, carers, family members & friends, 
 

First of all my apologies that I didn’t manage to 
issue a Newsletter in September/October. It has 
proven a very busy term! As a result there is a 
lot of information in this one and a couple of 
important separate attachments. We are really 
enjoying being able to invite our families into 
school and nursery again.  The Meet the 
Teacher opportunity was well attended, relaxed 
and children loved showing you their space! 
 
Thank you for last Monday’s superb Pumpkin 
Parade! Mrs Colville thinks it was the largest 
ever turnout! Once again we enjoyed an 
incredible display of creativity in pumpkin 
designs and you will find photos of these on our 
shared ‘Stoneyhill News’ Google Drive.  A great 
big thank you to all the children who took part 
and wowed us with their designs (and their 
parent helpers!). Our P6/7 Junior Road Safety 
Officers organised and judged the competition 
and presented certificates to two winners from 
each class based on effort and creativity.  The 
overall winning design was Theo Laing and 10th 
Nov. he will receive a gift voucher prize kindly 
donated by our local Co-op. 
 
School Vision, Values and Aims: 
We are indebted to everyone in our school 
community who has contributed to our 
discussions over the past year about what we 
want Stoneyhill Primary and Nursery to be all 
about. All the ideas have been collated and this 
school year we have displayed our Vision and 
Values Tree in each classroom.  
This keeps a consistent identity with our school 
tree logo on our uniforms, but invests it with 
meaning. I have posted some photos on the 
Stoneyhill News Google Drive for you to see.  

The children designed colourful and creative 
Magpies, which speak out encouraging messages! 
Our vision is based on the four ‘capacities’ of 
Scotland’s Curriculum for Excellence which we 
want to grow in every child (and adult!).   
These form the four branches of the tree.  Each 
branch has a different set of four fruits which 
ripen over time as we learn and grow.  They are 
apples, oranges, pears and plums.  The fruits have 
value labels that are the ‘big hitter’ ideas from 
our consultation.  These were the ideas that kept 
coming up from children and grown-ups. 
 
Confident Individuals: who feel safe, know their 
strengths, have self-belief, and make healthy 
choices. 
 
Successful Learners: who are curious, skilled, 
creative and resilient. 
 
Effective Contributors: who are fair, 
communicate well and are friendly and fun. 
 
Responsible Citizens: who are respectful, kind, 
helpful and honest. 
 
We hope you like our new Vision and Values.  We 
are working to make these very visible and to 
discuss them regularly with the children so that 
we can all ‘walk the talk.’   
Our strapline which will be made into banners 
above the display is; 
“Stoneyhill: Caring about our learning, each 
other, and our world.” 
 
Nursery : 
Please see the separate Nursery Newsletter. The 
children enjoyed Halloween parties last Friday 
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and this Monday. Look out for photos of the fun 
in your child’s Learning Story Book! 
 
Parent’s Consultations week beg. 21st Nov: 
We are delighted to return to in-person 
consultations in school. We are planning to offer 
these the week beginning 21st November and 
are intending to offer them on Tues 22nd and 
Thurs 24th.   
However, we are awaiting further information 
about potential strike action during this week. 
So teachers will confirm appointment times as 
soon as we have clarity about this. Your ten 
minute slot will be posted up on your child’s 
Google Classroom on Thursday 17th November. 
We would appreciate you trying to keep these 
two early evenings clear until we confirm 
appointment details. 
 
Staffing Update: 
Mrs Michelle Kean started as our Nursery Senior 
Early Years Practitioner late September. Mr 
Stewart Cunningham took up his post as 
Business Support Administrator in our office in 
October. We are very much appreciating having 
them on the team! 
We are also lucky to have teaching students on 
placement with us.  Currently Miss Igoe is 
teaching in P6/7 and will remain with us until 
June.  Mrs Bondar is with the Nursery every 
Wed/Thurs this year.  From 7th Nov. Miss Agnew 
joined P2/1 and Miss Nicholson joined P3.  They 
are with us until December and then re-join 
these classes late April until June.  
 
P7 Residential Camp Mon 7th – Friday 11th Nov:  
Our P7s are very excited to have a residential 
outdoor education camp at Lagganlia! They are 
the first class to be able to do this for a few 
years. Mrs Colville, Mr Johnston, Ms Gallagher 
and Mrs McMath are with them all week. 
Photos and news are being posted on P7 Google 
Classrooms.  

P4 have extra time with Mrs Naysmith with one 
day of supply cover.  P5 have Mr Thomson.  
Remaining P6s have Miss Igoe plus Ms Herkes for 
a day. 
Improvement Plan Progress: 
In-Service training days all staff have had a Child 
Protection and Health and Safety focus. We 
discussed our Fire Risk assessment procedures, 
and some Child Protection training relating to 
pastoral care. The teaching and Nursery teams 
focused on our tracking of children’s progress, 
focusing on evaluating progress in numeracy and 
literacy.  
Teachers have been developing a P1 – P7 
grammar progression for nine types of writing. 
We have been critically evaluating the work in 
this area of Stephen Graham, an Australian with a 
proven record of impacting on children’s writing.  
He visited our school to demonstrate techniques 
in two of our classes.  
 
Raising Attainment in numeracy and phonics: 
Mr Thomson, Miss Forshaw and Mrs Curran have 
been supporting children with learning in small 
groups to address gaps in understanding. 
Mr Thomson has been carrying out individual 
assessments for children who are not quite on 
track in their learning to explore where children’s 
gaps are.  We are beginning some individual/small 
group weekly sessions to help children gain 
confidence in areas they have missed. We will be 
in touch with the parents of children who are 
being offered this additional support. 
 
Children’s Clubs: 
P6/7 have re-started our optional P1-7 Wake-Up 
Shake-Up for our early birds on Thursday 
mornings.  Children should come into reception 
for 8.20am where pupil leaders will meet them. 
Our Friday P7 leadership BOSS clubs (Building Our 
Skills at Stoneyhill) continue this year in specific 
blocks of 4 weeks.  These are interspersed with 
blocks of Fitness Friday outdoors. 
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Book Fair: 
This will take place Tues 15th, Wed 16th, Thurs 
17th and Mon 21st November. Classes will have a 
timetabled opportunity to visit the Fair, and you 
will be invited to join them for this. You will 
receive full information about how to visit the 
fair yourself and how to place orders. As always 
a % commission of book sales goes to the school 
so it’s a great way of supporting us while 
purchasing Christmas presents! 
 
Parent Council 
We have now had two in-person meetings with 
a great turn out. The next Meeting is 
Wednesday 16th November at 7pm in school.  
You are all welcome to attend in person.  
We will be planning a fun Santa Run event for 
the morning of Friday 2nd December.  Please 
save the date! 
If anyone would like help downloading the 
School App there are leaflets available you can 
request from the school office and any member 
of the Parent Council is willing to talk you 
through. 
 
Christmas events: 
Very excitingly, we are taking the whole school 
P1 – P7 to the Brunton Theatre Panto on 
Thursday 24th November (10am).  We will only 
be charging £5 for tickets as the Parent Council 
have very generously paid half the ticket cost 
for each child. 
We would like some parent helpers for this and 
info will follow separately. 
School Christmas Lunch will be Wed 14th Dec. 
Orders will need to be with Lucy, our cook, by 
25th November. 
Monday 19th December we will be inviting you 
to one of two Christmas Around the World 
Concerts. 
 
Free School Meals and Clothing Grants: 
We are all too aware of the financial pressures 
families are all currently facing. I would like you 

to see the flyer issued along with this Newsletter.  
Now that P1-5 automatically receive free school 
meals, many parents who would have applied for 
free meals have stopped.  I would like to 
encourage you to apply. You may not be aware 
that if you are eligible for the grant you are also 
entitled to an annual £200 clothing grant for your 
child. In addition the government give Pupil 
Equity Funding to the school based on the 
number of families with entitlement to Free 
meals and clothing grants.  This means we can 
purchase extra resources to support your child in 
school.   
 
ECO GROUP & Rights Respecting School Group– 
inviting parent reps: 
We have formed new groups for ECO and RRS 
with reps elected from each class.  We would like 
to invite a few parents to work together with the 
groups. If you are interested in either one please 
leave your details with the school office. 
 
Spare trousers, skirts and socks: 
Sometimes we require a change of clothes for a 
child, and we like to keep a bank of spare 
uniform.  We are short of items for ages 5 – 7 and 
would appreciate any pre-loved contributions. 
 
Dates for your Diary 
Parent Council Meeting Wed. 16th Nov.  
Book Fair 15 – 21st November 
Parent consultations Tues 22nd/Thurs 24thNov. 
Brunton Theatre Panto Thurs 24th Nov (am.) 
Parent Council Santa Run Fri 2nd Dec. 
Christmas Lunch Wed 14th December 
Mon 19th Dec. Two Christmas Concerts 
Tuesday 20th Dec – last day for school and 
Nursery.  Holidays begin Wed 21st Dec. 
Wed Jan 4th 2023 school and nursery resume. 
 
Kindest regards, 
Ms. Kate Whiteley (HT), Mrs Carol Colville (DHT)  
& the School and Nursery staff team. 
  


