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Dear parents, carers, family members & friends, 
 

December has well and truly arrived, along with 
more seasonable and icy temperatures! 
Thank you to everyone who sent in Christmas 
decorations for us to re-purpose in school.  We 
also had two trees and lights donated, so we are 
being more eco-friendly as well as festive. 
This Newsletter is to warm our hearts with 
details of festive events we’ve already enjoyed, 
and some still to come. 
 

Parent Council Santa Run! 
Last Friday morning proved to be a huge success 
and was the fun time that the PC had hoped to 
provide! We are immensely grateful to the PC 
team who spent hours preparing home baking 
refreshments and organising for the Toy/Book 
Swap.  Huge thanks also to the many family 
members who were able to join us for the park 
run and fun in the dining hall.  The array of tasty 
treats was irresistible! The children had fun 
outside (sorry P4 that the rain had come on by 
the time your turn came…). 
To top it all the PC raised £734.20 which is a 
seriously impressive amount.  
As one of the PC said “it was good to have the 
school open to everyone again!”  Well done all! 
 

Sinbed the Panto 
Wednesday 23rd November the whole school 
went to the Brunton Theatre for an afternoon of 
Sinbad the Panto.  This treat was generously 
subsidised by our Parent Council. I have never 
seen an entire school move so fast … P1 virtually 
jogged to the Brunton and back! It was 
everything a Panto should be and we all got into 
the spirit of the occasion, the adult helpers 
enjoying it just as much as the children (“Oh yes 
they did!”). 

Nursery : 
Please see the separate Nursery December 
Newsletter. The Nursery Parties take place the 
mornings of Friday 9th and 16th December. 
 

Christmas Parties: 
Fri 9th Dec Nursery Party 10am (W/Th group) 
Mon 12th Dec P3 & P4 Party (am) 
Mon 12th Dec P1 & P2 Party (pm) 
Fri 16th Dec Nursery Party 10am (M/Tues group) 
Tues 20th Dec P5 & P6 party (am) 
Tues 20th Dec P7 Party (pm) 
 

Children should come dressed for their party if it 
is in the morning, but may want to go home for 
lunch to get changed if it is an afternoon party or 
bring party clothes to change into at school? 
Once again we are grateful to our Parent Council 
for providing party food.  Children with known 
allergies will have dairy alternatives provided. 
 

Children of the World Concerts – Mon 19th :  
Each class has prepared a special song from a 
different part of the world to share with you. 
They have beautiful singing voices (even though 
we are still missing the specialist input of our 
music teacher).   
It’s been too long since we were able to join 
together to celebrate in music and song, so we 
hope this will bring us all shared joy. 
We are sticking with the Stoneyhill Ticket 
tradition!  This means that each family are 
offered 2 free tickets for either the 11am Concert 
or the 5.30pm concert (randomly distributed).  
You are welcome to informally swap tickets 
yourselves to suit your preferences for morning 
or early evening (but please don’t ask the school 
office to help you with this!). 
Full information and tickets will be sent home 
shortly.  We need to know if your child is able to 
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return to school for the 5.30pm concert and 
your written consent for this as well as whether 
they are collected or walk home.   
Note - due to health and safety requirements 
younger children in the audience require a 
ticketed seat, and we request no buggies taken 
into the Hall. Thank you in advance! 
 

Christmas Lunch – Wed 14th December: 
Orders for all Christmas lunches have now been 
made.  Remember to provide a packed lunch if 
you didn’t order Christmas dinner. 
All children will be creating their own Christmas 
themed place-mats.  The dining hall is 
decorated and we are almost ready for our 
noisy celebratory lunch!  
 
Staffing Update: 
We look forward to welcoming Miss Herkes 
back from her maternity leave, to teach part-
time after the Christmas holidays. She will share 
P3 class with Miss Kinghorn.  Miss Herkes will 
teach Mon/Tues and Miss Kinghorn Wed/Thurs. 
They will each work alternate Fridays. 
9th January until 23rd March we have a teaching 
student, Miss Drinkwater, working with P4 along 
with Mrs Colville and Mrs Naysmith. 
 

Parking request: 
There have been instances where parents 
dropping children at school near the Park gates, 
have either parked on local residents driveways 
or have parked blocking the exit to the cul-de-
sac.  This is not safe and does not respect the 
rights of local residents. Please ensure that you 
allow yourself time to park appropriately. 
 

Teachers’ Industrial Action: 
You may be aware from the news that if there is 
no negotiation reached regarding the teachers’ 
pay rise there are further strike days planned in 
each authority for the New Year.  Tuesday 10th 
January is a potential strike day in East Lothian 
schools. I will advise you further after the 
holidays. 

 

Parent Council 
The next Meeting is Wednesday 11th January 
2023 at 7pm but please note this will be an on-
line  Google Meet.  You are all welcome to attend.  
If anyone would like help downloading the School 
App there are leaflets available you can request 
from the school office and any member of the 
Parent Council is willing to talk you through. 
 

Health & Safety: 
Please help us minimize the spread of infections 
in nursery and school.  
I am sure you will have seen media coverage of a 
ride in incidents of children contracting Scarlet 
Fever or Strep A infection. We have children in 
nursery and school who have these infections and 
are on antibiotics.  
I am attaching separately some NHS information 
about the symptoms so that you can be extra 
vigilant and aware of any signs in your children.  
We have also had children being sick in school.  It 
is Council Policy that following any incident of 
sickness or diarrhea children and adults should 
not return to school until they are 48 hours clear 
from the last episode. 
 

Lastly, but most importantly of all, we wish you 
and your loved ones a precious family time over 
the holiday period. We wish you all health, peace 
and happiness for the New Year to come! 
 

Dates for your Diary 
Christmas parties (see above) 
Christmas Lunch Wed 14th December 
Mon 19th Dec. Christmas Concerts at 11am and 
5.30pm 
Tuesday 20th Dec – last day for school and 
Nursery.  Holidays begin Wed 21st Dec. 
Wed Jan 4th 2023 school and nursery resume 
Parent Council On-line Meeting Wed. 11th Jan.  
 
Kindest regards, 
Ms. Kate Whiteley (HT), Mrs Carol Colville (DHT)  
& the School and Nursery staff team. 


