
 
 

Support from the start North Berwick Area Meeting 

Monday 19th January 2015 

 

Present: Jill Kynock, Tracey Cunningham, Kelly Clark, Lorna Greenan, June Gibberd, Joyce McIntosh, Sandra King, Ali 

Clark, Liz Humphries, Angela Clyde 

 

Apologies: Ann Richardson,  Maureen  Telford, Pamela Currie, Stephen Wray 

 

Welcome 

 

Kelly Clark, Planet Play 

Kelly talked about how parents have worked together and  transformed  the infants playground at Law Primary.  

They have received support from the community with resources, expertise, fundraising.  The area is set up in play 

zones to encourage free play  - giant sandpit, blackboards, Dinosaur Island,  green area, washing line theatre etc.  

The activities help children assess risks and increase their resilience.  They hope to bring ‘Scrapstore’ (Kelly has 

completed training) which uses recycled items and encourages imaginative play.  The school is making more use of 

the area for outdoor classroom activities.  The group learned a great deal about how children play and how best to 

plan their next project to bring new life into another play area at the school .  Fundraising continue (sponsored 

abseil, swim) and connections to other projects to share the learning and pull resources is ongoing.   Kelly will be 

attending East Lothian Play Association meetings.   

 

Support from the Start is keen for Kelly to continue to share her experience and bring new life into play experiences 

for children across East Lothian. 

 

Angela Clyde, Homestart 

Angela talked about Homestart who are keen to strengthen links with Support from the Start.  She offered 

advice around the idea of an informal befriending scheme which Jo is keen to develop in the North Berwick 

area.  Jo has recruited several parents who would like to get involved and has met with Joyce and Sandra 

to help formulate the idea.   

 

Matters Arising 

Sandra to follow up on whether the centre could be a collection point for the East Lothian Foodbank. 

 

Freecycle 

Tracey has found storage space for baby equipment at Halfland Barn.  She has booked the Hope Rooms for 

Coffee Morning on Saturday 31 October to raise funds for the Christmas Appeal.  Clare Mackenzie 

encouraged people to donate Tesco Clubcard points and items were purchased to help families at 

Christmas.  The idea could provide Christmas vouchers for Christmas  Dinner as well as Christmas gifts. 

 

Bursary Scheme 

We have still to follow up on ideas to develop the scheme and increase the number of local business 

groups who could offer free spaces for activities. Sandra to send Brian, Bursary Application Forms. 

 

Beach Wheelchairs 

There is a Come and try meeting at the Hope Rooms on Friday 13 February.  The group is working on a 

funding bid to the Lottery and an online survey is up and running.  Forms from the Community Centre. 



 
 

 

Funding Bids 

 

Dirleton Parent & Baby/Toddler Group 

The idea of a new group for parents in Dirleton was raised again due to the increased number of parents 

with new babies.  Brian and Liz Humphries will meet and discuss the possibility of offering this in the school 

on a Friday morning in the dining area.  Storage was the main issue.  Sandra offered equipment which is 

currently stored at Gullane. 

 

Date of next Meeting : Monday 23 February at 4.30pm in North Berwick Community Centre. 

 

  


