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Minute of the meeting of Prestonpans Support from the 

Start Group  

6 May 2015 Port Seton Community Centre 

 

 

 
Present 

Sheila Laing, Debbie Middlemass, Liz Humphries, Steven Wray,   

 

Apologies 

Kevin Young, Angela Clyde, Lori Tragheim, Helen Harper, Iain Scott, Jacqueline  

Murphy, Lynn Paton, Fiona Dryburgh, Sheona Skinner 

 

 

Matters Arising 

 

- Sheila now attending Early Years Planning & Development  group and the 

Local Area Partnership Health Inequality Group 

- Prestonpans infants has decided to develop a new model for the 600 hours of 

early years child care and learning.  

- Iain’s cookery class to start on 20
th

 May 

- Sleep project continues with a sleep assessment now built into staged 

assessment meeting in some schools. (Steven, each HT is reporting on the 

project in their school at HT meeting next week so I better not pre-empt that.) 

 

Bursaries and subsidised place at local play groups. 

 

SFTS East Lothian has agreed that in light of the priority 2 funds from Scottish 

Government, grants should not be made to play groups for subsidised places from 

area SFTS groups. It is acknowledged that not every child / parent who needs the 

support of a free or subsidised place will fit the criteria for priority 2’s. However, if 

this was the case a play group or a professional could submit a bursary application to 

the SFTS group for a place in a playgroup. 

Although the group had a small attendance it was agreed to go ahead with a bursary 

scheme for the Prestonpans area – initially with 12 bursaries being available. (Initially 

allocated to communities equally – i.e. 4 for Prestonpans, 4 for Cockenzie and Port 

Seton and 4 for Longniddry.)  This means allocating £600 of the group funds to cover 

the cost of bursaries. Action Steven to check with carefree kids that they are willing to 

include the administration of the Prestonpans bursaries. All to promote the availability 

of the scheme to potential referrers. 

 

Parents of Early Years children with additional support needs. 

 

The bursary discussion sparked a conversation about the needs of parent with young 

children who have additional support needs. It was felt that this might be a gap in the 

community and that it would be useful to bring people together for a lunch time 

discussion session to scope the need, what is currently available and what else can be 

provided. Action Sheila to set a date for late summer / early autumn and liaise with 

Ann Cockburn. 
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Cuthill Park 

 

The community has worked hard to redevelop the park. It is now much more play 

friendly – the Infants school has been utilising and promoting the park to children and 

families. 

 

Funding bids  

 

A bid for the summer transition programme is circulating with positive feedback so 

far. This if for £800 and build on work previously carried out to support transition. 

- Dadswork report that they can support a further Go Mad with Dad session in 

Prestonpans this year from their own funding. 

 

Great Box of Toys pilot 

 

The speech and language therapists have responded to need for more work on 

children’s communication skills and language development with a project called the 

great box of toys – which are simple toys that are good for supporting pre school 

children’s language development. The project was developed in response to 

discussion about children’s  readiness to learn and has been piloted in the 

Musselburgh area. Sheila is undertaking an educational leadership development 

programme and as part of that is going to work with SLT to pilot the project in the 

Prestonpans area using improvement methodology to test the changes introduced. 

Sheila will bring a bid to the group to release a Nursery Nurse (who is trained in 

PEEP and Talking Time and FAST) to run 3 groups in the Infant School, 

Camperdown and Seahorses between now and December. 

 

Wee Pans Stay & Play 

 

Helen to report at next meeting on developments. 

 

AOB 

Child safety week in June - Carefree Kids would welcome more opportunities to 

highlight safety issues during this week. Please contact Paula if you would like to be 

involved or have an idea.   

 

Dates of Future Meetings  

 
Rest of year all meetings on Wednesdays from 9.30 - 11.30 
  
16.9.15        Prestonpans Infant School 
18.11.15      Longniddry Church TBC 
27.1.16       Port Seton Community Centre TBC 

2.3.16        Prestonpans Infant School 
18.5.16       Longniddry Church TBC 

 

 
Exploring Inclusive Out of School Provision for young children with ASN TBC  


