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A bursary scheme first developed by the North Berwick Support 
from the Start group is now being delivered East Lothian wide in 
partnership with Care Free Kids. 
 
Why have a bursary scheme? 
East Lothian offers a vast array of activities and opportunities that 
support children’s early development ,from recreational activities, 
to dance, physical activity and sports classes. Some of these oppor-
tunities can be accessed for free and some give reduced cost access 

through things like the Leisure Pass Plus system. However with  many children living in poverty not 
all families can afford an opportunity that could support a child’s development. The bursary is one 
way that professionals working in East Lothian can support parents to access opportunities for their 
children where cost would otherwise rule it out. 
 
How does it work? 
If a parent is in receipt of a state benefit, a recognised professional e.g. Health visitor , G.P or family 
support worker can complete a referral form with the parent —detailing what the opportunity is 
that the bursary would be for. On receipt of a bursary referral Carefree kids will check that it meets 
the criteria, and if it does will arrange for a cheque for the cost of the activity to be made out to the 
provider and send that to the parent.  
Forms are available from (edubuzz link) 
 
How many bursaries are available? 
There is a limited supply of bursaries—each SFTS area group has agreed to support a fixed number. 
Some organisation, clubs and societies have agreed to provide free places to the bursary which in-
creases the number available for specific things. For example, East Lothian Council has made some 
places in the summer activities programme for football and gymnastic , which normally have a 
charge, free on referral.  
Organisation that have provided free places can choose to display the logo above to show that they 
have supported the bursary scheme. If your organisation would like to be able to support the bursary 
please contact Support from the Start 

 

 CONTACT 
For further information on any items included here or generally in relation to Support from the Start please email:   
supportfromthestart@eastlothian.gov.uk     

    Find Us  On Facebook and check the Edubuzz website for  updates 

FUTURE MEETING DATES 
Musselburgh     Prestonpans     Dunbar 
06/7/15      16/9/15      27/8/15 
14:00 - 15:30     09:30-11:30     18:00  
Fisherrow Com Centre    P/pans Infant School    Easter Broomhouse 
  
Tranent      North Berwick     Haddington 
19/8/15      31/8/15      27/8/15 
12:30—14:00     14:30—16:00     9:30 - 11.00 
Sandersons Wynd    North Berwick Comm Centre                  Townhouse 

.   

http://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/downloads/file/5091/leisure_pass_application_form
http://www.edubuzz.org/supportfromthestart/
https://www.facebook.com/SupportfromtheStart
http://www.edubuzz.org/supportfromthestart/


TRAINING & COURSES 
 
Bookbug Training 
 

Keep up to date with Support from the Start by visiting  
http://edubuzz.org/supportfromthestart 

https://www.facebook.com/SupportfromtheStart 

OTHER NEWS—Quick Links  
 

East Lothian PoPP 
Healthy Start vouchers— Families receiving Healthy Start vouchers now need to call 0345 607 6823 (rather than the 0845 
number), to update details if they move, and when the baby is born. 
East Lothian Kinship Care Support Service  

Starcatchers Training 

The Nancy Ovens Trust is currently accepting nominations for its 2015 Award for Play. 
There are two categories: Best play experience and best space for play. 
For more information, click Nancy Ovens Trust 
Bookbug bag videos Bookbug baby CD 
Parents views towards uptake of increased hours of childcare 
Win there’s a bear on my chair 
Growing up in Scotland is 10 years old 
Musselburgh Sling Meet 
 

Early Years Collaborative  

  
The report identifies an agenda for raising attainment, in support of the Scottish Government's current priorities.  It is intended to be 
used as a reflective tool to help staff identify their own next steps in raising standards of literacy, reducing inequity and closing the attain-
ment gap. 
http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/resources/0to9/genericresource_tcm4856585.asp?
strReferringChannel=inspectionandreview&strReferringPageID=tcm:4-682712-64&class=l1+d147708 
Screen sense—setting the record straight 
The Importance of Infancy 
Winston Churchill Memorial Trust travel fellowship 2016 Applications now open 
The Scottish Government has proposed to increase the provision of free childcare to 1140 hours per year for children who are 3 or 4 
years old, and vulnerable 2 year olds who are eligible for 600 hours through the Children & Young People (Scotland) Act 2014. With this 
in mind they are conducting a survey exploring how parents of 3 and 4 year olds would wish to use this increase. 
Please share this survey. To produce representative results it is important that it reaches as many parents, from as wide a variety of back 
grounds, as possible. 

FUNDING 

Persimmon Community Champions  
Persimmon Community Champions is here to fund good causes across the UK. In the next 12 months we plan 
to give away up to £750,000 to fund your local community initiatives.  Our charity match programme gives 
donations of up to £1000 to local UK groups and charities, which have already raised vital funds themselves. 
More here.   
Community Food & Health Scotland  grants 
This year we have three funding opportunities for groups and agencies involved in food and health activities in low-
income communities. Our capacity building fund (up to £500) to support groups and agencies running food and health 
activities to build the knowledge, skills and expertise they need to help them deliver their activities better. Visit website 
for details  website 

Support from the Start Bursary scheme   

Would your organisation, club society like to support children in 

need in your community to access your services? Become a member 

of the Support from the Start bursary scheme by offering one or 

more bursary places and we will help you to be a more inclusive 

organisation.  

The bursary places are offered on a referral only basis—so a local 

professional is making the assessment of need and benefit. The ad-

ministration of the bursary is handled anonymously by Care free kids 

(except for North Berwick where it is handled by the Children and 

young peoples network.) Bursary scheme member can include this 

logo on their paperwork and websites. 

Interested  - but want to know more phone Steven on 07872420488 

http://www.edubuzz.org/supportfromthestart/2015/05/11/bookbug-training-courses/
http://edubuzz.org/supportfromthestart
https://www.facebook.com/SupportfromtheStart
http://www.edubuzz.org/supportfromthestart/2015/05/19/east-lothian-psychology-of-parenting-project-popp/
http://www.edubuzz.org/supportfromthestart/2015/05/13/information-on-healthy-start/
http://www.edubuzz.org/supportfromthestart/2015/05/13/information-on-healthy-start/
http://www.edubuzz.org/supportfromthestart/2015/05/25/east-lothian-kinship-care-support-service/
http://www.edubuzz.org/supportfromthestart/2015/06/22/starcatchers/
http://www.nancyovenstrust.org.uk/the-play-awards/33.html?utm_source=EVOC+Main+Contacts&utm_campaign=856793842b-Network_News_10th+June&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_99c5093736-856793842b-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D&ct=t%28Network_News_10th+June%29
http://scottishbooktrust.com/video-tags/bookbug-bag-videos?utm_source=Scottish+Book+Trust+eUpdates&utm_campaign=3e8b5edbb9-Bookbug%27s+eupdate+for+early+years+profs%2C+June+2015&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_4566345a8c-3e8b5edbb9-61738393
http://scottishbooktrust.com/bookbug/bookbug-baby-cd?utm_source=Scottish+Book+Trust+eUpdates&utm_campaign=3e8b5edbb9-Bookbug%27s+eupdate+for+early+years+profs%2C+June+2015&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_4566345a8c-3e8b5edbb9-61738393
https://response.questback.com/scottishgovernment/childcaresurvey/?utm_source=Scottish+Book+Trust+eUpdates&utm_campaign=3e8b5edbb9-Bookbug%27s+eupdate+for+early+years+profs%2C+June+2015&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_4566345a8c-3e8b5edbb9-61738393
http://scottishbooktrust.com/blog/bookbug/2015/06/bookbugs-book-of-the-month-theres-a-bear-on-my-chair-by-ross-collins?utm_source=Scottish+Book+Trust+eUpdates&utm_campaign=3e8b5edbb9-Bookbug%27s+eupdate+for+early+years+profs%2C+June+2015&utm_medium=email&u
http://growingupinscotland.org.uk/
http://www.edubuzz.org/supportfromthestart/2015/06/24/musselburgh-sling-meet/
http://www.edubuzz.org/supportfromthestart/2015/05/11/family-day-sensory-play-event/
http://www.edubuzz.org/supportfromthestart/2015/05/11/family-day-sensory-play-event/
http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/resources/0to9/genericresource_tcm4856585.asp?strReferringChannel=inspectionandreview&strReferringPageID=tcm:4-682712-64&class=l1+d147708
http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/resources/0to9/genericresource_tcm4856585.asp?strReferringChannel=inspectionandreview&strReferringPageID=tcm:4-682712-64&class=l1+d147708
http://www.edubuzz.org/supportfromthestart/2015/06/22/screen-sense-setting-the-record-straight/
http://www.edubuzz.org/supportfromthestart/2015/06/22/the-importance-of-infancy/
http://www.wcmt.org.uk/categories/early-years-prevention-intervention
http://hosted.verticalresponse.com/938161/d77b29eb43/283013211/db2eea67af/
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/People/Young-People/legislation%20
https://response.questback.com/scottishgovernment/childcaresurvey
http://www.persimmonhomes.com/charity
http://www.communityfoodandhealth.org.uk/category/current-work/

