
 

Dear Families, 
 

As we approach an eagerly-anticipated October holiday and the chance for 

our pupils and staff to make the most of a well-earned break, I want to 

update our school community on the latest goings-on at the Burgh:  
 

Parent Consultations  

This week we are particularly excited to be welcoming parents and carers 

back into the school for our first face-to-face Parent Consultation evenings 

since October 2019. It was fantastic to see so many of our families in 

school for the recent Meet the Teacher event and we are really looking 

forward to having a similar buzz about the place for this week’s sessions.  
 

School Review 

Throughout the week beginning Monday 7th November, the Burgh will be 

the subject of a School and Early Learning & Childcare Review by East 

Lothian Council’s Education and Children’s Services team. All schools are 

subject to routine local authority reviews and the Burgh are one of a 

number of schools in East Lothian that are scheduled to be reviewed this 

year. Our previous review was in 2016 and this year will be the first time 

our Nursery has been included in the new joint review model. 
 

The purpose of this Local Authority Review is to support our school’s self-

evaluation for self-improvement against the priorities in the National 

Improvement Framework, with a particular focus on the quality of learning, 

teaching and assessment; progress in raising attainment and achievement; 

and leadership of change. 
 

During the review, the local authority team will build up an understanding 

of the school through observations and discussions, and by reviewing 

documentation and questionnaires. This will give them a broad evidence 

base to understand the strengths and areas for improvement at the Burgh.  
 

The review team are very keen to hear the views of our parents/carers, 

our pupils, and our staff about the life and work of the school and around 

safeguarding at the Burgh. As such, there are separate questionnaires for 

all stakeholders and I encourage you to take the time to respond to these 

and to support or encourage your child to share their own views too. 
 

Your participation in these surveys is an important part of the school 

review process, and your views will be essential in identifying appropriate        
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DIARY DATES 
 

 

Tues 11th & Thurs 13th 

October  

4.00-7.00pm 

Parents Consultations 
 

Friday 14th October 

End of Term 
 

Monday 24th October 

Extra Public Holiday to 

mark HM Queen’s funeral 
 

Tuesday 25th October 

In-Service day for staff 
 

Wednesday 26th October 

Pupils return to school  
 

Friday 28th October 

Free Play Friday and 

Hallowe’en Celebrations 

--- 

4.30-6.00pm – P1-4 Party 

6.30-8.00pm – P5-7 Party 
 

Friday 4th November 

11.15am 

Primary 3 Stage Assembly 
 

Mon 7th
 - Fri 11th 

November 

Local Authority School & 

ELCC Review 
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improvements and celebrating the best practice happening in our school. Please follow the links below to 

complete each of the separate questionnaires.  
 

Parents/Carers 

Safeguarding: https://forms.gle/KCrnL87zYkpHAh9Y8 

Life and Work of the School: https://forms.gle/RPcjuWW1BZLuEKnUA 
 

Pupils  

Safeguarding: https://forms.gle/gcXgZwK5hMCJwzth8 

Life and Work of the School: https://forms.gle/itXMAdVNLbiupPGn6 
 

Hallowe’en 

This year’s Hallowe’en celebrations will take place in school on Friday 28th October. All children are 

welcome to come to school in fancy dress (please could we ask that no masks are worn in school as these 

can be scary for younger children) and will be able to take part in various Hallowe’en themed play 

activities in their classes throughout the morning. In the evening, our Parent Council are planning to host 

parties for P1-P4 and P5-P7. More information about these will follow soon. 
 

Cost of the School Day 

I want to remind parents and carers that, as part of our ongoing efforts to reduce the cost of the school 

day for families, our new free Tuck Shop runs every Monday and Friday offering all pupils from P1-P7 a 

complimentary healthy snack prepared by our Nurture team. Please encourage your child to take up this 

opportunity for a free healthy snack. 
 

Our spare uniform rails continue to be accessible to all families every day outside the main entrance to 

the school and I would encourage you to help yourself to any of these items. We are committed to 

replenishing these rails regularly and would welcome any clothing donations throughout the year. Please 

hand any items of uniform in to the school office.  
 

Rights Respecting Schools 

And finally, I am delighted to let you know that the Burgh has this week achieved our Rights Respecting 

Schools Silver Award accreditation. This is a huge achievement for our school that reflects our 

commitment to recognising, cherishing and protecting the UNCRC Rights of the Child for all Burgh pupils. 

Special thanks must go to Mrs Macdonald for her extensive efforts towards this wonderful achievement.   
 

As always, please don’t hesitate to get in touch if you have any questions or concerns about anything that 

is happening in school. I wish all of our Burgh staff, pupils and their families a happy and healthy October 

break when it comes, and look forward to seeing everyone again soon. 

 
Jon Doyle,  

Head teacher                          12th October 2022 
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