
 

Dear Families, 
 

It is hard to believe that we are only a few weeks away from the end of 

another busy year and, before the festive season is truly upon us, I want to 

update our school community on the latest goings-on at the Burgh. I have 

also included a separate letter with information about this term’s exciting 

Christmas arrangements.  
 

School Review 

At the beginning of this month, a group of visitors from East Lothian’s 

Education and Children’s Services team undertook a weeklong Review of our 

School and Nursery to support our self-evaluation for self-improvement, 

with a particular focus on the quality of our learning, teaching and 

assessment; our progress in raising attainment and achievement; and our 

leadership of change.  
 

During the Review week, the team engaged in observations and discussions, 

and reviewed documentation and questionnaires, to understand the 

strengths and areas for improvement at the Burgh. Thank you to all of the 

pupils and their families who took part in the focus group meetings and 

completed the online surveys.   
 

The Review team shared many positive observations following their visit 

and recognised a number of our key strengths, in addition to one or two 

recommendations to support our continued improvement. I want to give you 

a summary of their findings so that our school community can share in our 

successes and help us strive to be the best school we can be. 
 

Our school has a very good reputation within the community. There is a 

positive ethos throughout the school community and children and families 

feel welcomed and valued. Staff are committed to building positive and 

nurturing relationships with children that are based on respect and trust 

and, consequently, children feel safe in school. 
 

Our children behave well and act in consideration for one another. 

Children’s Rights are at the centre of our school ethos and there is a calm 

and purposeful learning environment in classrooms, where levels of 

challenge and engagement are good. Play pedagogy across our Early level is 

having a positive impact on learning experiences and we have a very strong 

transition programme in place.  
 

Our attainment levels are not where we would like them to be and we need 

to have a continued focus on raising achievement for all learners across 

the school. We have been encouraged to extend our use of active learning 

opportunities across the curriculum to promote collaboration, peer support 

and creativity. Our Child Protection and Safeguarding arrangements should 

be further publicised so that they are understood by our whole school 

community. C 
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DIARY DATES 
 

 

Wednesday 7th December 

Christmas Lunch 
 

Thurs 8th December:  

Christmas Jumper Day 
--- 

P1’s Boogie Woogie Nativity 

1.30pm Performance 1 
 

Fri 9th December: 

P1’s Boogie Woogie Nativity 

11.15am Performance 2 
 

Monday 12th December 

P4 (AM) and P3/4 (PM) 

Christmas Parties 
 

Tuesday 13th December 

P5 (AM) and P5/6 (PM) 

Christmas Parties 
 

Wednesday 14th December 

9.15-9.45am 

P1-2 Stay and Play 
--- 

P1 and P1/2 (PM)  

Christmas Parties 
 

Thursday 15th December 

P2 (AM) and P3 (PM) 

Christmas Parties 
 

Friday 16th December 

Christmas Coffee Morning 
 

Monday 19th December 

P6/7 + P7 (AM) and P6 (PM) 

Christmas Parties 

 

Musselburgh Burgh Primary School           

Newsletter 3 – November 2022   



 

community. Clear links for our learners should be made to the Wellbeing Indicators, and the Children’s 

Rights need to be embedded throughout the curriculum.  
 

Overall, our School and EL&CC Review experience has been a positive and a valuable one and we are all 

committed to engaging with the improvement recommendations that have been identified.  
 

School Uniform 

Can I remind all of our families about our expectations regarding school uniform please? As well as 

looking smart, a consistent dress code helps to create a shared identity and encourages a sense of 

belonging for all pupils. We are keen to see all of our learners in our traditional red, white and black/grey 

Burgh colours every day. New uniform items can be ordered at musselburghburghps.imagescotland.com, 

and we have a large collection of used uniform in great condition on our free uniform rails. 
 

I want to apologise for the ongoing delay with our P7 hoodies; we had hoped that these would be ready to 

order at the beginning of this term but, due to delays with our suppliers, these items have still not been 

made available through our online uniform shop. As soon as they are available to purchase, we will share 

the link with you. It is our intention to have next year’s P7 hoodies ready to order before the summer. 
 

Cost of the School Day 

I want to remind families that our spare uniform rails continue to be accessible outside the main 

reception every day and I encourage everyone to help themselves to any of these items. We are 

committed to replenishing these rails regularly and would welcome any clothing donations throughout the 

year. Please hand any items of clothing in to the school office. Please also remember that our free Tuck 

Shop runs every Monday and Friday offering all pupils from P1-P7 a complimentary healthy snack 

prepared by our Nurture team. I would be delighted if you could encourage your child to take up this 

opportunity for a free healthy snack on these days. 
 

School Photographs 

I am aware that some families will be keen to know whether we are organising school photographs this 

session and I want to reassure people that this is still something we are looking to arrange. As a staff, 

we are looking at possible options to reduce the heavy cost burden for families that using professional 

photographers often brings. I hope to have more detailed plans to share with you in the New Year.  
 

Tech Support for SchoolPay, Google Classroom and Parent Portal 

Can I remind families that our Admin team are more than happy to help any parents and carers who, for 

whatever reason, may be struggling to access any of the online services that are so important to 

effective family engagement with our school. Please do not hesitate to contact the school office if you 

would like any help accessing either of the Google Classroom, SchoolPay or Parent Portal services. 
 

As always, please do not hesitate to get in touch if you have any questions about anything that is 

happening in school this term. Please remember that schools close for the holidays at 3.00/3.20pm on 

Tuesday 20th December. We are looking forward to a very enjoyable and festive finish to the year. 
 

 
Mr. Jon Doyle  

Head teacher                          30th November 2022 
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