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Title Banner by Natalie, from Dunbar Primary School 

Welcome  to the final issue of the 
Literacy Newsletter for this session.  You’ll 

notice we have a new banner to head our 

newsletter: it is the work of Natalie 

Newman of Dunbar Primary School.  Natalie 

was the winner of our recent ‘Design a New 

Banner’ competition.  Rebecca Love, also 

from Dunbar Primary School was second, 

and Taylor Scott, from Prestonpans Infant 

School, came third.  You can see Rebecca’s 

and Taylor’s banners, along with a selection 

of some of the more than 100 entries, on 

the last page of this issue.  The 

competition was judged by the QIOs and 

David Gilmour, Web Officer to East 

Lothian Council.  Many thanks to them and 

everyone who took part.   

 

Literacy Working Parties Spring 2011  
The working parties have completed their 

work and are now planning to deliver CPD 

next session.   

The Reading 

Working Party 

have produced a 

pack, ‘Route to 

Reading’ which, 

among other 

topics, contains 

sections on the 

assessment of 

reading – what this 

assessment might 

look like, how it 

might be recorded, etc.,  and ideas to help 

pupils move forward in reading, for 

teachers to explore.  The group will trial 

the materials in their own schools in the 

autumn term, before offering CPD in 

January 2012. 

The Literacy Across Learning Working 

Party have collated a large body of 

materials – resources for working with 

pupils, staff resources, additional 

background reading for teachers and some 

subject specific materials suitable for use 

in secondary schools – which will be 

available on Education Exchange early in 

the new session.  A comprehensive index to 

this material will also be available.  The 

group is planning to deliver CPD, suitable 

for both primary and secondary staff, in 

September 2011. 

 

R e m i n d e r !  

 

Friday, 10th June is the closing date for 

entries to the ‘Tyne and Esk 

Young Writer of the Year 

2011’ competition, open to 

pupils from P4 to S4.  

Entries will be judged in 

two categories, P4 – P7 and S1 – S4.  

Details have been sent to all schools and 

can also be found on http://edubuzz.org/

blogs/whatson/  

 

 

P r i n t S m a r t  P r o j e c t  
 

Readers will be aware of East Lothian 

Council’s PrintSmart project, cutting back 

on printing and photocopying costs in order 

to reduce paper consumption.   Until now, 

one paper copy of each issue of the literacy 

newsletter has  been sent to schools in 

addition to the electronic version.  From 

the first issue of session 2011 – 2012 the 

newsletter will only be delivered in 

electronic form thus saving printing and 

photocopy costs for the council. 



‘ T h e  B i g  R e a d ’  a t  K n o x  A c a d e m y  

 

Over the last few weeks (/months!) we have had a ‘Big Read’ at Knox Academy.  That is to say, all S1 

pupils have been reading Kidnapped by Robert Louis Stevenson, and taking part in related cross-
curricular activities. 

 

The ‘Big Read’ followed a study of the poems of Robert Burns in which pupils were asked to engage 

with the Scots language of past and present times.  ‘Kidnapped’ was chosen because of its quality (as a 

piece of literature, as an adventure story), and because of 

its local and national interest.  The fact that it is set around a 

key time in Scottish history was also felt to be valuable.  (In 

addition to these factors, it is also possible to get a hold of 

the book cheaply – we paid £1.50 a copy!) 

 

The main purpose was to expose all pupils to a reading of 

the text.  We bought some copies of the (excellent) graphic 

novel version, but most pupils had the original text read to them 

by a teacher, and also read chunks themselves.  The text is of 

course rich in possibilities for discussion of cultural, historical 

and linguistic issues.  I feel that the simple fact that pupils 

have read (or listened to) the novel is valuable in itself; however, 

pupils have not only engaged with the text through listening 

and talking, they have taken part in many related activities: 

diary writing, newspaper articles and interviews, graphic 

novel writing and book illustration (in Art), improvisation 

of scenes from the novel (in Drama), composing a soundtrack 

(in Music)… 

 

Because we have given the reading of the text  such importance, we have perhaps not developed the 

related activities quite as far as would be desirable – maybe next year (we are all agreed it should be 

repeated).  It is good to give all pupils the same experience, and it has also been good to hear staff 

and pupils comparing notes on their ‘Kidnapped’ experiences. 

 

Needless to say, the project is still running on (and running over).  We need to reach the end of the 

journey(!).  We hope to finish off with a morning of interactive activities reflecting David Balfour’s 

journey.  The general view among staff is that we would do it again next year, and at the moment we 

are casting around for a suitable ‘Big Read’ for S2. 

 

David Swinney (English Department) 

Knox Academy 
 
  
 

 



 

‘…And in my bag I’ll pack…’ 
We have enjoyed reading articles from exchange teachers Sarah Robson (Musselburgh Burgh) and Kathy Shan-
non (Abbotsford Middle School, Canada) who have ‘swopped’ classrooms during this past session.  As they draw to 
the end of their time in Canada and Scotland, we asked each of them what they’d miss on their return home and 
what they’d take back with them.  Their responses are below. 

Many thanks to Sarah and Kathy for their input to the literacy newsletter over the last year, and best wishes to them 

both as they return to their ‘home’ schools in the new session. 

Five Things I Will Miss  about Scotland. . .  

1. The Assembly singing every Friday. I love listening 

to the entire school student body sing and do 

actions to the songs, especially with the Scottish 

accent (rolled r’s!)  

2. Kilts and Bagpipes! 

3. The Castles, Churches, Museums, and Historic 

Landmarks. Have loved the amazing history here! 

4. Tuna & Sweet Corn Toasties!  I will definitely be 

making these at home in Canada. 

5. The students in my P7 class. They have been an 

absolute delight! 

 

One thing I will take and use in my school in Canada . .  

 

I have compiled some wonderful resources and ideas 

for a “Scottish Week” focus in Canada, complete with a 

Burns’ Dinner, dancing, poetry, music, and traditional 

dress.   

Although I have been asked to include just one thing, I 

would imagine that most of my teaching from now on 

will include some 

reference to my 

experiences here in 

Scotland. 

 

 

5 things I’ll miss about Canada 
 

1. The ice hockey – I love it. It’s playoff time at the 

moment and it is huge!  Go Canucks Go! 

2. Tim Horton’s – cheap, delicious coffee and donuts on 

every corner. 

3. The mountains – Chilliwack is surrounded by mountains 

and they change every day, sometimes they totally disappear in 

the heavy cloud, sometimes the snow line has descended 

overnight, sometimes you can see layers of them for miles and 

miles, sometimes they take your breath away with the sun 

setting behind them… 

4. The carpool – we share the driving, the laughs and 

stresses of the day.  

5. I never thought I’d say it but… the ‘tank’ – that’s my 

affectionate name for my car here. It took almost 20 years 

and a change of continent but I have enjoyed driving… 

 

 

1 thing I’ll bring home 

Can I have 2 or 3? 

1. At school here we have ‘School Spirit’ days, where 

everyone dresses up as something or brings something… 

favourites have been – neon day (neon green sweatpants 

anyone?), teddy bear day and crazy hair day. 

2. The lingo – pants, garbage, trunk (of a car), sweet, dude, 

sweatpants, a toque (beanie hat!) and of course ‘awesome’. 

3. On a literacy note – I have really enjoyed reading and 

using *Adrienne Gear’s ‘Reading Powers’ with my grade 7 

students. It uses picture books to teach the skills and my 

grade 7 boys LA class have loved it. 

 

*See http://www.readingpowergear.com/index.html  



 

 

 D i g i t a l  S t o r y t e l l i n g  –  ‘ I n a n i m a t e  A l i c e ’  
 

Hilery Williams, who runs the Dyslexia Support Service in East Lothian, has been exploring digital storytelling 
with a number of P7 pupils.  In this article she shares some of her thoughts about the use of such tools in the 
classroom. 
 

Over the next few years what we consider traditional ways of storytelling are going to be completely altered. 

Our students are growing up in a digital world. The reading patterns and habits of young and old are changing and 

reading now extends from the printed page to the computer screen and to myriad diverse devices. As educators 

we have a responsibility to embrace new innovative reading forms and recognise that they are increasingly 

critical pedagogical tools. Such tools are especially important for those learners who find traditional literacy 

challenging.  I have come to regard digital storytelling as an 

essential part of literacy teaching and learning given the 

contexts with which we are all engaging. We all need to read complex, 

multi-genre, multi-modal texts and we require practice in developing 

skills to access, interpret and construct our own understandings.  We 

ignore the diverse range of stimuli available at our peril, not least 

because we will lose the engagement of our young people and 

miss out on a vast array of stimulating, enticing and educative 

experiences. 

 

The transmedia story, ‘Inanimate Alice’, helped a group of P7 

pupils with dyslexia to engage with text - and learn about digital 

storytelling too.  This is Transmedia Storytelling, a form of 

storytelling which is authentically and wholly digital. It 

encompasses multiple media platforms – including traditional text.  

This digital novel has helped the learners I worked with to be connected 

to and engaged with text, and has increased their ability to make 

meaning from text. Not least, they became very keen to create their 

own episodes of the story. 

 

Acceptance and membership of the ‘Literacy Club’ used to be defined by the thickness of the book, the speed of 

the tongue, and the amount one's brain could hold. Once a child had the ability to move through a set of 

hierarchical skills: sounds, letters, words and phrases, and finally, once that's all straight, thinking, he or she 

gained membership of the literacy club.  This is no longer apposite: Reading is a life-long endeavour.  In an era of 

new literacies we are in a simultaneous state of learning to read and reading to learn.  Aren't we all emergent 

readers when we encounter new texts and media that push the boundaries of genre, form, format and mode, on 

and offline? 

 

I urge all interested in literacy to check out digital storytelling.  

 

http://www.inanimatealice.com/   Set in the early years of the 21st century, Inanimate Alice tells the story of 
Alice and her imaginary digital friend Brad. 
 
In episode one, Alice is living with her parents in a remote region of Northern China. Over the course of the 
remaining episodes, each a self-contained adventure, we see her develop into a talented animator and designer 
with the biggest games company in the world. 
 



L a u n c h  o f  ‘ M u s i c  a n d  M e ’  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Following the successful pilot of ‘Music and Me’ earlier this session, the resource 

was launched recently at an event in Wallyford Primary School.  A group of nursery 

children worked with resource creator, David Trouton, to show their audience some 

of the skills they had learned.  Staff training in the use of the resource will take 

place early in the new session.  Further information has already been sent to head 

teachers and will also be included in the Education Department’s CPD brochure. 

 

D i s c o v e r  D e w e y  –  t h e  E a s y  W a y  
 

Are you looking for a simple way to organise all the non-fiction material in your 

school library?  Then this could be the answer! 

The School Library Association (SLA) has produced a guide to a simplified Dewey 

system, which is ideal for primary school libraries.  The pack includes a Practical 

guide with details of how to use Dewey and some test examples for practising.  

This is perfect for any staff or parents with responsibility for organising the 

school library.  Also in the pack is a Subject Index which pupils can use to find 

the location of a book by looking up keywords.  There is also a colourful poster.  

In addition there is a CD-Rom with a simple database searchable by subject.   

“If you want people to find a thing easily they have to know where to look for it.”  

Having a library with well-organised resources really does encourage ease of ac-

cess and use of those resources.   Knowledge of how a library is organised is a useful first step to developing 

information retrieval skills. East Lothian school library service and the branch libraries also classify all their 

stock using this system, which will help reinforce information skills. 

The pack, which includes a copy of the Practical Guide, Subject Index, poster and CD-Rom, is available at a cost 

of £35.  Additional copies of the subject index are available for £3. You can order the packs from East Lo-

thian’s school library service.   

Please contact Susan Boylan on 01620 828 213 or email sboylan@eastlothian.gov.uk  

 

 



North Berwick Early Years Partnership 

Working  
 

North Berwick Nursery and the local public 

library have been working closely this session on 

a number of initiatives. The main focus has been 

encouraging reading at home.   

 

As part of the nursery development plan, it was 

agreed to promote public library membership at nursery enrolment time.   We felt that this was an opportune 

moment, as most parents come to the nursery on their child’s first day. 

The teachers ask parents if their child is a member of the library, make a simple statement about the 

importance of reading to children from an early age and offer parents a library membership form. These forms 

are presented with the admission forms and other pieces of enrolment paperwork.   Subsequently, once 

completed, they are sent to North Berwick Library, where they are processed. 

A library card, together with a personalised invitation to visit the library, returns to the child at the nursery. 

Since August 2010 this has resulted in thirty-four new library memberships, with a significant proportion of 

those families now borrowing from the library on a regular basis. 

 

Caroline, the local librarian, has also talked to the parents of nursery children at Scottish Book Trust’s Book Bug 

gifting time and presented the children with their books.  One spin-off from this visit has been greater library 

involvement with the local playgroup. 

 

Currently, the nursery and the library are working together with a group of parents to create a book bag for pre

-school children.  Seventy children will each be presented with one of these bags as a farewell gift in the last 

week of term.  The content has yet to be finalised but we hope to include a book (obtained with commission from 

our Book Fair), a summer holiday library challenge and some information about forthcoming local book events. 

 

We hope to build on our partnership work next session.  Both the nursery and the library independently 

participated in the Royal Mail Awards this year – next time we plan to work together! 

 

Joyce McIntosh, Head Teacher 

North Berwick Nursery School 

P i c t u r e  B o o k  C o l l e c t i o n  
 

A second European picture book collection has been created at  www.epbcii.org   Select 

the tab on the home page to see the original collection (which includes UK contributions 

‘War and Peas’, ‘Starting School’ and ‘Katie Morag and the New Pier’ and supporting 

materials for teachers) as well as the titles for the second collection.  Among the titles 

from a number of European countries, ‘The Tunnel’, ‘I Am I’ and ‘The Ravenous Beast’ 

feature.   Designed for pupils aged 9 to 11, this offers staff a way to use picture books 

in the primary school. 

 

 

 



 
Well done to Ross, Dylan, Kelli, Jodie, Aimee, Tyron, Becky, Elizabeth, Kirstie, Hayley, Jack, 
Nicole, Charlotte, Katie and Chloe from Prestonpans Infant, Prestonpans Primary, Dunbar 
Primary and Pinkie St Peter’s Primary Schools. 

A  S e c t i o n  o f  E n t r i e s  f o r  t h e  B a n n e r  C o m p e t i t i o n  


