
 

 

 
Green Scene 2013 

10th & 11th September  
 

Newhailes’ Environmental Learning Festival 
 

 

 

 

Your class could take part in workshops on  

Mammals, bats, archaeology, minibeasts, recycling 

farming and many more! 
 

Get your class excited about the environment  
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Newhailes’ Environmental Learning Festival 
 

Green Scene is a two-day event, taking place on the 10th and 11th 

September.  Classes take 3 one-hour workshops during their visit, 

making this event excellent value for money.   Each class is divided into 

2 groups, so each child gets a quality learning experience.  A great way 

to kick off the year’s topics! 

 

Two days are available, offering sessions tailored to the appropriate age 

group: 

10th September: P2 to P4 classes. 

11th September: P5 to P7 classes. 

 

As its the year of Natural Scotland 2013 Give your Environmental topics 

a real head start this school year. 

 
Choose from the following workshops, all led by experienced Rangers 

and education staff: 

 

A Sealy good time (Both Days) 

  

Children will find out all about the lives of the grey seals of the Firth of 

Forth by listening to a story, playing games about habitats and food 

chains and then making their very own recycled seal beanie to take 

home. (Children need to bring one old odd sock –no holes - for the art 

activity). Led by the Scottish Seabird Centre.  

 

 

 

 



African Farmer (11th only) 

 

Pupils will have the opportunity to experience the trials and tribulations 

of being a nomadic cattle farmer in sub Saharan Africa. They will make 

decisions about how best to care for the herd. Fair trade, climate 

change and food security are all addressed in this workshop. Led by 

Gorgie City Farm. 

 

Animal Homes (both days) 

 

Pupils will enjoy a tactile activity where they will be able to handle birds’ 

nests, wasp and nest boxes. Pupils will also search the grounds for 

additional animal homes such as log piles for mini beasts and burrows 

for rabbits. Games will also be played to stimulate and re-enforce 

learning. Methods whereby pupils can provide habitats for wildlife in 

their homes and schools will also be explained. Led By Hopetoun House 

ranger service. 

 

Bush craft Skills for P2 to P4 (10th only) 

  

If your rucksack broke what plants could you use to fix it? We will look 

at how to make nettle string and other things out of natural rush. Led 

by Ben Lomond NTS ranger service. 

 

Bush Craft Skills for P5 to P7 (11th only) 

 

Learn about surviving in the wild by recycling all things natural to build 

shelter, as well as how to find food and water. Led by Arran NTS ranger 

service. 

 

Celtic Crag (11th only) 

  

The focus of activity is an in-depth study of life during the Iron Age in 

Holyrood Park in Edinburgh. Led by Historic Scotland rangers. 

 

Earth Walk (10th only) 

 

A walk around the Newhailes Estate to experience the natural world 

around us. This workshop will lead to a wonderful stimulus for creative 

writing back at school - all you need is your imagination......... 

Led by Magenpie Education. 

 



Farmer Harvest ? (10th only) 

 

How do we make the cereal we have for breakfast?  The children will 

find out how a farmer transforms a harvested crop into flour and the 

skills involved. Led by Gorgie City Farm. 

 

Flower Power (11th only) 

  

Find out why flowering plants are important to us all. Learn how they 

use sunlight to manufacture their own food, interact with insects and 

about the ingenious ways they have developed to spread their seeds. 

Led by NTS Ben Lawers ranger service. 

 

 Grassland Minibeasts (Both days) 

  

The class will be shown how and where to look for minibeasts - what 

species we have in Scotland - butterfly nets on the grassland and other 

areas of Newhailes. Led by the Invertebrate Conservation Trust. 

 

Go Wild in the Woods (10th only) 

  

Find out what trees and plants are up to at this exciting time of the 

year! Figure out how seeds survive and disperse, and learn all about the 

life cycle of our woodlands. Led by the Scottish Wildlife Trust.  

 

Landscape Legends (11th Only) 

 

Pupils create their own glacial features in sandboxes, learning how 

these form and discovering that Scotland was once covered in ice! They 

will test their scientific detective skills by trying to discover if Nessie 

could be a dinosaur, discussing the formation of Loch Ness.  They will 

finish by making a glacial optical illusion to take home. Led by Our 

Dynamic Earth. 

 

Magical Woodland Walk (10th only) 

  

The children will be met by a storyteller who will guide them on a walk 

through an enchanted forest. Along the way they will meet a number of 

magical woodland characters that will tell them about the importance of 

trees. The walk will include activities that will help the children 

understand why trees are so special. Led by Rowanbank Environmental 

Education. 



 

Plastics are Fantastic (11th only) 

  

We offer children an opportunity to have fun whilst being creative with 

waste. Children can try their hand at transforming used plastic drinks 

bottles into flowers, windmills, birdfeeders & rockets! Led by the 

Sustainable Communities Initiative. 

 

The Amazing Life Beneath Our Feet (10th only) 

 

What actually lives under our feet?  Despite being small and often 

strange, they are important to the planet.......blink and you will miss 

them!  Led by Earth Calling Education. 

 

The Crazy Life and Times of Small Mammals (11th only) 

 

Looking at the tough life of Scotland’s small native mammals. Find out 

how precarious their lives are.  Lots of them end up as lunch for birds of 

prey!.....oh lots of small tiny skulls and bones to look at! Led by Earth 

Calling Education. 

  

The Life of Birds (10th only) 

 

Have insight into a bird’s life, from nest building to finding food, 

through some interactive games. Led by Arran NTS ranger service. 

 

The World’s First Day Time Bat Walks (Both days) 

 

This workshop will give your class the knowledge of everything to do 

with Bats: where they live, how they hibernate, what they look like - 

plus bat themed games. Led by Dollar Glen NTS ranger service. 

 

Tracks and Trails (11th only) 

  

Most creatures that live in the woods are secretive by nature and are 

very hard to see - but their presence can be discovered from the signs 

that they leave behind. We will take a walk through the wood, firstly to 

improve our ‘seeing skills’ and secondly to look for animal signs and 

tracks - and maybe spot one or two of the creatures themselves! Led by 

East Lothian Countryside ranger service. 

 

 



Trash to Treasure Printing (11th only) 

  

Using printing letterpress methods, discover the way we printed books 

by using shredded documents. Led by NTS Robert Smails Printers. 

 

Sensational Seahorses (Both Days)  

 

Be inspired by the amazing creatures that live on our rocky shores. Meet 

the animals that are living in the nooks and crannies of our portable 

rock pool and learn how to tell which is which. Led by St Abbs NTS 

ranger service. 

 

Stonemasonry Taster (11th 0nly) 

  

This workshop offers a rare opportunity for a ‘have-a-go’ session 

informing you about stone construction and the skills needed to 

maintain our amazing stone buildings. Children will get to try 

stonemasons’ tools and work stone, as well as design and carve their 

own ‘mason’s mark’.  Led by NTS stonemasons. 

 

What Makes a Good Archaeologist (11thonly) 

  

Your class will be shown how to be an archaeologist by using detective 

work, sorting, excavation and recording. Led by NTS archaeology team. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Make your choices on the booking form on the next page 

 

Booking Closes 14th June 2013 

 

Forms can be posted, faxed or emailed 

 

We look forward to seeing you at Green Scene 

 

NTS Buses For Bairns 
 

Financial assistance may be available for your coach hire 

For an application form go to  

http://www.nts.org.uk/Learn/schools_subsidy.php 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

http://www.nts.org.uk/Learn/schools_subsidy.php


 

 


