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REVERSING BEHAVIOUR 
 

Once again we have witnessed dangerous driving at the school gates. The 
plea of the school and a majority of parents is that PLEASE could ALL 
parents join together and support safer routes for the children to get to 
school safely and independently.  
 
Please take a minute to imagine if the unthinkable happened.   
 
Some of your views (straight from the Gifford Families Facebook page) 
 
M has nearly been run over more than once and a wee boy almost went 
under a reversing car last week 
 
I can’t let my kids walk to school by themselves, it’s too dangerous because 
of the cars. 
 
It is shocking and cars park right up to the school and try and reverse with 
kids dodging them. Most people are under pressure in the morning but 
safety should come first.  
 
What on earth are these drivers thinking? This is our children walking to 
school and being put in danger. It's disgusting walking from the park takes 4 
minutes! 
 
 witnessing some horrific driving by the school this morning 
 
 
No solution is perfect but using the Park in the Park provides a quick 
alternative. The more people use it, the more effective it becomes. 
 
Park in The Avenue by the playpark. There is lots of room and it’s an easy 
and sociable walk up to school.... up a path, cross one quiet dead-end road 
and up the steps to the school gate.  
Please do not park at the bottom of the steps in Park Road. This ruins the 
safety of this route.....There are still roads to cross so be careful! 

 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Event and Fundraising Roundup 
 
It’s been a busy term already for the newly formed fundraising 
team.  
 
The Fungi Foray was brilliantly supported and the weather was 
kind. A wide variety of edibles were found and cooked up with 
everyone taking something home for tea. 
 
The Social evening will definitely be repeated for those who 
missed a fun evening of great food and chat. 
 
The Halloween parties were hugely popular and went down a 
storm. The outfits, kids and organisers, were amazing! 
 
The children have designed some gorgeous Christmas Cards this 
year and every pack purchased raises money for the school. 
 
Funds raised 
Fungi Foray   £460 
Social Evening  £213 
Halloween Discos  £380 

Christmas Cards  £284 

 Christmas Fayre 

Thursday 3rd December, 6:30-8:30pm 
 

Please contact hellekilkenny@gmail.com if you, or anyone you 
know, would like to book a stall for £15.00 + a donation to the raffle. 
 
Helpers are needed on the night for the door, cafe, tombolas,  
set-up/tidy-up.  
We are also looking for the following donations; washed teddies for 
the teddy tombola (to be brought in to school from now on please), 
donations for the adult tombola (especially bottles 
wine/whisky/cordial etc), any crafty creations from parents/children 
which we can sell.  
 
We will also need cakes for the cafe - dropped of at school on the 
morning of Thursday 3 December please.  
 
Please get in touch with Helle if you can help 
hellekilkenny@gmail.com 
 

 
 
 

Keep in touch  
We use Facebook, the school 
website, and our notice board to 
send out Parent Council 
information.  

 

 

 

 

New Fundraising 

Team 
 
This year, a newly formed 
fundraising group will create 
and run the social events 
throughout the year.  
 
The idea is not just to raise 
money but to increase social 
activity in the school 
community. 
 
The new group has lots of 
ideas for new events and 
fundraisers.  
Can you help them?  
Ideas for other new events? 
Another pair of hands? 
 
They can be contacted through 
hellekilkenny@gmail.com 

 

 
 
 

Where the funds go 
At the September meeting, funds were requested and approved for the 
following: 
£1 per pupil for Christmas (£160) 
Jo Jingles Christmas Party for Nursery (£90) 
Classroom units for maths resources (£350) 
 
 

Lunchtime Fun 
The school is hoping to 
continue to be able to offer a 
variety of lunchtime ‘clubs’ and 
activities to our children. Staff 
are planning a variety of 
activities but are asking for 
parents to offer their skills too. 

Could you offer your skills to 
run a few sessions? Last year 
we had science, dance, crafts, 
sewing, baking, sports, 
gardening, nature and science 
…. variety is the key.  

Please contact Mrs Hilsley 
with your ideas. 
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Stella and Dot Party Fundraiser 
Thanks to all of you who came to Serena's Stella & Dot Fundraiser!  

For those that didn't make it or went home dreaming of a piece, you can still shop this show until 6 

December 2015, 11:59pm GMT at www.stelladot.co.uk/ts/rximn1?guest=375993&ts=100148319 

 
 

Christmas Movie 
Once again we are planning a Christmas movie afternoon on the last day of term.  
More details will be sent out nearer the time but, as ever, helpers are needed.  
Please contact hellekilkenny@gmail.com. 

easyfundraising.org.uk  
When shopping online, click through to your favourite shops from the portal at 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk and the companies will make donations to the school.  
 
Please do join this scheme. There are an incredible number of shops involved, everything from 
groceries to flights to home insurance, almost anything you do online! 
 
Just 26 parents have joined the scheme and already have raised £220…..by shopping! 

 

Bikeability Training for Parents to be held in Gifford 
Yester Bikeability (Cycling Proficiency) is delivered by parents but parents move on and we are now 
needing new people to take on the training.  
 
Anna Derricourt and Kathleen Harrison have just undergone the training but more people are needed as 
there is a lot to do! The idea is to get a pool of people so we can operate a rota and offer more to the 
children. 
 
The training is free and great fun. ELC have offered to deliver training in Gifford if we can get 5 parents 
to attend. This would be two consecutive Friday mornings at the school. 
 
Ideally we would want to involve P5-7 to the point where they are feeling safe and confident to cycle to 
school. Sessions would be during school time.  
 
Please contact anna.derricourt@btinternet.com if you are interested. 

 

Yester New Year Raffle 

 

Who would like….. 
Dinner, Bed and Breakfast at McDonald Marine Hotel? 
Flight at East Fortune Microlights? 
Ladies Day at Musselburgh Races? 
Family ticket to Museum of Flight? 
Yes PLEASE!!! 
 
You should now have all received your raffle tickets and amazing local prize list. Good luck 
everyone and remember if you need more tickets to sell, just email 
alexandermckendry@gmail.com. 
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Council Matters 
 
The Parent Council would like to offer our sincerest thanks to Joe Clark who recently stood 
down as ‘Community Liaison’ after 2 years. This is a key role which helps the school 
community and the Gifford community work together. 
 
The role is currently available so if you know anyone locally, someone not currently 
connected to the school but with a good knowledge of local workings, please have a chat 
with Mrs Hilsley. They would be expected to attend six meetings per year. 
 
P7 class Rep 
My apologies but the email address for the P7 Class Rep was incorrect in last newsletter - 
serenathursz@waitrose.com 
 
 

Newsletter straight to your computer? 
 
Yester Parent Council would like to provide your newsletter by email, a press of a key instead of an 
hour spent over the photocopier!  
 
If you would like to sign up to this, please send your email address, with child’s name and class to 
parentcouncil@yester.elcschool.org.uk or on a slip of paper into the parent council mailbox outside 
Alan’s office.  
 
This has been attempted before by the school but not enough parents responded. We are 
starting from scratch with a list. Even if you have sent before, please do so now. Please 
please help us save time and paper. 
 

Going Digital Safely 
The Digital event on 27th October was interesting and informative.   
Thanks to all who worked so hard to bring it all together. Lisa Armstrong's talk was from a really 
interesting angle and a helpful approach plus the cake was amazing! 
 
However, numbers were disappointing so we need your feedback please. 
 
If you attended, please tell us what you thought. 
Was you something else you would like to have seen?  
Suggestions for a follow-up event? 
 
If not, please tell us why so we can get future events right -  
Can't get out at that time of night? 
Topic wasn't of interest? Already know about internet safety? 
Tell us at parentcouncil@yester.elcschool.org.uk 

 
A massive thank you to all who made this event; the staff at the school, Ed MacFarlane, Lisa 
Armstrong and the pupils or Knox Academy and Yester who showed us how it’s done! 

 
For further information try http://parentzone.org.uk/parent-info or 
http://www.respectme.org.uk/ 
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